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FOREWORD

Her Excellency the Honourable Frances Adamson AC - Governor of South Australia

The Consulate of Italy in Adelaide plays a pivotal role in the enduring relationship between South Australia and Italy,
based on shared values, mutual respect, and, perhaps most importantly, the passion and commitment of the Italian
community itself.

The Italian community is prominent, influential, and well respected, and has contributed greatly to the economic, social
and cultural advancement of our state. Indeed, as in other parts of Australia, it has played an important role in shaping
Australia’s contemporary cultural identity.

A 50th anniversary is marked by what has gone before, both through entities that predated the establishment of the
Consulate proper, and then through the Consulate itself. Since its establishment, the Consulate has supported and
enhanced cultural, diplomatic, and economic connections, strengthening not only the Italian community in Adelaide
but, through them, the South Australian community at large.

And as the Italian community has grown and the migration pattern evolved, so too has the Consulate adapted.
Originally providing guidance and welcome to post-war migrants navigating the challenges of a new land, the
Consulate expanded its role to promote culture, language, economic ties and investment opportunities in response
to the needs of young professional migrants and generations of Australian-born Italians.

This booklet captures the milestones, the prominent events and the people who have steered the Consulate’s
mission and is a valuable record of how the Consulate has enhanced the connections between our two nations.

Congratulations! Q’_/ :
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FOREWORD

His Excellency Mr. Nicola Lener - Ambassador of Italy to Australia

It is my great pleasure to welcome the publication of this booklet, marking the 50th anniversary of the Consulate
of Italy in Adelaide. This important milestone reflects not only the Consulate’s rich history, but also the strong and
enduring ties between Italy and South Australia.

Since the arrival of the first consular agents in the late 19th century, the Consulate has served as a key point of
reference for a rapidly growing Italian community, providing support and assistance. Over time, its role has evolved,
with an increasing focus on strengthening economic and cultural relations between Italy and South Australia, as well as
enhancing cooperation in science and innovation.

In pursuing these goals, the Consulate draws on the strength of a dynamic community of Italian and Italian-Australian
business leaders, academics, and professionals. Their contributions have been, and continue to be, a driving force
behind the remarkable development of South Australia over recent decades.

This booklet therefore illustrates the evolution of the Consulate’s role alongside the growth of both the Italian
community and the broader South Australian society, highlighting its enduring function as an institutional bridge

connecting South Australia with Italy.

With my best wishes for continued success.

Mofee



HISTORICAL OVERVIEW
From the late 19th century to 1952 - Consular Agency

Since the 19th century, relations between Italy and South Australia, particularly in the areas of economic and migratory
matters, were overseen by a consular agency, which employed consular agents to represent Italy’s interests. Starting
in 1883, archival records provide a valuable insight into this period, documenting the names of the agents who served

on ltaly's behalf.

These records also preserve the correspondence between the Kingdom of Italy and the Consulate General in
Melbourne, where the suitability of potential agents was carefully discussed and evaluated. Initially, the position
was not limited to Italian citizens; it was open to foreigners who were proficient in the Italian language or had strong

connections with Italy, especially of an economic nature.

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CONSULATE OF ITALY IN ADELAIDE

INSOLATO GENERALE H Melborurne ﬁ—l:‘;::é 18012

M. IL RE D'ITALIA

MT; & "Kf.’éjﬁ_/mﬁ

ti ) e L ,—Zrmn—ﬁ'v ‘démw Wﬁ&?f@u

-:ﬁg’e%v..@w@f e e o
e
""ﬁim,am.ﬁa}

/f*'wb\ M-—*ﬂ‘ S AR e uumlfn-jm.g(w

g.dng,_.‘-s.’x _J.&r‘g&xm .ﬁ;ﬂg; e

\ #E !ﬂfmm.ﬂ; i _' ek 4
@ e .l.-w.‘!.e_ 4-,.4.:, ". "-p

\,9/‘ ,’4.. JM’
ci/’ s .:'.-g# nn&”
fux’m,-é’#m.,ﬂ,a @u,@{_f
‘_Mﬁh{—ﬂ-—.fm aiﬂuﬁd‘é—?'mﬁﬂ a

”ﬁ M s e
13// ;NHHM é ’&M ’ A

28 July 1902 » Consular Agent Mr. Federico (Cecil F.) Wright submitted
his resignation and formal procedures were initiated to appoint his successor.
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17 November 1909 » Following the passing of the previous Consular Agent,
Mr. Charles Murphy, Mr. Eric S. Paterson was appointed as his successor.

15 - 22 November 1926 » Following the resignation of the
Consular Agent Mr. Eric S. Paterson, Mr. Giuseppe Amerio was appointed as his successor.
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Italian Consulate Here
Closes Its Doors

Da Oggi in Poi R. Consclate a warning and. .f it were no! heedea
Chuise”—Frem today onward the 'he call dieconnected,

Royal Consulate is closed. Concerning overseas air mail. Mr. Ar
nold said that ss no official advice
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Vas autnk o ';3"5,,’;;;;‘;“ contd L,"‘;f’;:ﬁ awarded the DF.C. A few days afte 11 June 1940. A circular consulate stamp bearing the words 'R” Agenzia Consolare d'ltalia In Adelaide’ ('Royal Italian Consular
B | . g i ot Higig g Agency in Adelaide’) in reverse, encircling the coat of arms of the House of Savoy. The stamp was mounted on a rubber

o o block attached to a plain wooden base. This item is one of a set of eleven consular authority and receipt stamps that were
confiscated by police from the Italian Consular Agency in Currie Street, Adelaide, South Australia, on 11 June 1940, exactly

the day after Italy declared war and shortly after the conclusion of the Dunkirk evacuations.

11 June 1940. The day after Italy declared war, the
Italian Consular Agency in Adelaide was closed.
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HISTORICAL OVERVIEW
From 1953 to 1960 - Establishment of the Vice Consulate of 2nd Category

In 1953, the Consular Agency was suppressed and replaced by a Vice Consulate of 2nd Category. During this period,
the Vice Consulate primarily focused on managing the influx of migrants arriving from Italy. It played a vital role in
providing substantial support to families upon their arrival, offering institutional assistance to help them settle
permanently in South Australia. Post-war Italians migrated to Australia seeking employment opportunities that would
provide economic security and a better future for their families. At the last of the pre-war censuses, 1933, there were
1,489 Italian-born in South Australia. In 1971, at the peak of Italian post-war settlement, South Australia had over

20 times that number, 32,428 Italian-born, amounting to 11% of Australia’s total Italian-born population. The Vice
Consulate played a crucial role in supporting these families as they sought housing and employment.

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CONSULATE OF ITALY IN ADELAIDE

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

From 1953 to 1960 - Establishment of the
Vice Consulate of 2nd Category

14 April 1953. By Presidential Decree (DPR) No. 4539 of 9 December
1952, the Consular Agency in Adelaide was suppressed, and a Vice
Consulate of 2nd Category was established, under the authority of
the Consulate of Italy in Melbourne.

HEEG
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DECRETO DEL PRESIDENTE DELLA REPUBBLICA 9 dicembre 1952, n. 4539

Soppressione  dell'Agenzia consolare di Adelaide (Australia) ed
istituzione di un Vice consolato di 22 categoria in Adelaide, alle
dipendenze del Consolato d'Italia in Melbourne.

(GU n.92 del 21-4-1953)

Vigente al: 6-5-1953

IL PRESIDENTE DELLA REPUBBLICA

Visto il regio decreto 28 gennaio 1866, n. 2804;

Visto il regio decreto 7 giugno 1866, n. 2996;

Visto il decreto del Capo provvisorio dello Stato 5 agosto 1947, n.
878, e successive modificazioni;

Visto il decreto Ministeriale 15 marzo 1948, registrato alla Corte
dei conti il 1@ aprile 1948, registro n. 9, foglio 206, e successive
modificazionij;

Sulla proposta del Ministro per gli affari esteri;

Decreta:
Art. 1.

L'Agenzia consolare di Adelaide (Australia) e' soppressa.
Art. 2.

E' istituito un Vice consolato di 22 categoria in Adelaide alle
dipendenze del Consolato d'Italia in Melbourne.

I1 presente decreto, munito del sigillo dello Stato, sara' inserto
nella Raccolta ufficiale delle leggi e dei decreti della Repubblica
italiana. E' fatto obbligo a chiunque spetti di osservarlo e di farlo
osservare.

Dato a Roma, addi' 9 dicembre 1952

EINAUDI
DE GASPERI
Visto, il Guardasigilli: ZOLI

Registrato alla Corte dei conti, addi' 14 aprile 1953
Atti del Governo, registro n. 76, foglio n. 24. - PALLA
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ELENA DOMENICA LUISA RUBEO

The first Italian woman to be appointed as Honorary Vice Consul

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

The departure of Italian migrants

Special recognition is due to to Mrs. Elena Domenica Luisa Rubeo, the first Italian woman to be appointed Honorary
Vice Consul. She dedicated herself with unwavering commitment to the welfare of the Italian community in South
Australia.

In 1952, she was appointed Italian Consular Agent for South Australia (Honorary Vice Consul from 1955), a position
she held without remuneration until 1962. The consulate offices on Gilbert Terrace were moved to her home, allowing
her to be available day and night. Elena Rubeo dedicated herself with renewed enthusiasm to the welfare of the Italian
community. Describing herself as ‘a self-appointed mother to them all; she helped new arrivals find work and housing,
lent them money interest-free, served as their confidante and interpreter, and connected them with doctors and
lawyers. She also visited those confined in prisons, hospitals, and asylums.

May 5, 1985.] THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT GAZETTE. 1049

Chief Secretary’s Department, Adelaide, 22nd April, 1955,

Recois Calabria - Dosto eo— e HIS Excelleney the Licutenant-Governor directs it to be

notified that he has bheen pleased to recognize the appointment

- .fd Maljsda Elena Rubeo as Honorary Viee Consul for Italy at
elaide,

“To Australia” “From Reggio Calabria to Australia” C.8.0., 73/1940,

By command,
A, Lyeur, McEwix, Chief Secretary.

1
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CONSOLATO (ENIRALE D*ITALIA
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19 June 1952 - 21 December 1961 » Correspondence between Honorary Vice Consul
Mrs. Elena Rubeo and the Consul General of Italy in Melbourne

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

From 1961 to 1975 - Establishment of the
Vice Consulate of 1st Category

11 July 1961. By Presidential Decree (DPR) No. 556, the Vice Consulate of
2nd cateogry in Adelaide was suppressed and the Vice Consulate of 1st
category was established, under the authority of the Consulate of Italy in
Melbourne.

DECRETO DEL PRESIDENTE DELLA REPUBBLICA & apnle 1961 n. 356

Soppressions del vice consolate di seconds categeria in Adelaide
(hustralia) ed istituzione nells stessa localits' dl un Vice
eonsalatn dl prims catagaris,

(GU 0175 del [7-7-14961)

Vigente al: 1-8-1961

IL PREZIDENTE DELLA REPUBBLICA

Visto 11 regie decyeto I8 gennmaie 1856, n, 604
visto 11 regio decteto 7 glugno IB66, n. 2995
Visto 11 decreto del Capo provulsorio dells State 18 sprile 1947,

n. 266, ¢ successive madificazioni;

Wisto 11 deczeto del capo prowvisorio delle State 5 agosto 1947, n,
878, & sueceislve modificariond;

Visto 1'art, I della legge 4 genmaic 1831, n, 13;

Udite 11 parers del Consiglio dl Statoe:

tentito il Consiglie dei Mindstri;

Sulls propesta del Ministro per gll affarl esterl, di concerto con
i1 Minfstra per i1 tesara;

Decreta
Axt. 1.

I1 Wice cemsalata di seconds cetegoria in Adelaide (Australia),
alle dipendenze del Consolato generale in Melbourne, e soppresso,

art. 2,

E' dstituito in Adelaide [Awstialis) un Vice consolato di prina
categorla, alle dipendenze del Consolata generale {n Melbourne.

Axt, 3

I1 presente decreto ha effelio & decarreres dal glarme dells sus
pubblicazione nella Gozzetts Ufficiale.

I1 presente dectete, mnito del sigille dello Stato, sara’' insertoe

nella Raccolta wfficiale delle leggl = del decretl della Repubblica
Ltallana. E' fatto obbllige chlungue spettl dl osservarlo e dl Tarle

osEeTVRTE,

Dato & Homa, addl’ 6 sprile 1961

GRONCHI

FANFANI - SEGNI - TAVIANI

Visto, il Guardasigilli: GONELLA
Registrato alla Corte dei conti, addi' 11 luglio 1961
Atti del Governo, registro n. 137, foglio n. 87. - VWILLA
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Festival week

A TOUCH OF

ITALY

COMES

TO ADELAIDE

DELAIDE went ‘ltalian’ for a week last
month when the State’s ltalian com-
munity of obout 40,000 held its first festival.

The Dalian community
—¢cager to share  their
heritage with  Australians
generally and to show the
changes they had brought
1o the Australian scene in
20 years—held exhibitions
of lalian bookwork, repro-
ductions of works of the
famous  ltalian  musters,
Italian  kediwear,  hair
siyles, hats, shoes, jewel-
lery, food and wines, an
anthology of halian films,
o concert of Nalian music

and an  Nalian  country |

evening (“sagra’).

To caincide with the open.
ng the festival, the ltalian
Vige-Consul in Souih  Awus-
iralia, Dr Fahio Magliorini,
announced that the community

endow o Chair of Nolion o
Adelaide’s second umiverslfy,
the Flinders University  of
South Awexrraiia;

w budid an Tralian cilrural and
recreation  comtre in Ade-
lafde vt 0 cox of $1.50,000,
Dr  Migliorini said that, in

whdition, the lialian Govern-

o gradually  would give

1,000 volumes of Balian books

1o the university library,
Tenching of ltalian o the

undversity would begin in 1970,
He said the problem of

teaching Malian in  Australia

had become evideni since the
visit to Australin of haly's

Presidem) Saragst last year,
‘At thar time. the authori-

ties of Awstralia and  Tialy

pised]  and  discussed  the
pgnetits of fostering  cubtural
reitions  between  the  two
countries and the deselopmem
wl  the teaching of lualian
throughout Austrafia’, he said
{ralian Government, in
| helping towards the realisation
|l this programme, & onot in-
|lending 1o [ollow a nationalistic
policy, bur is atempting to
| saufeguard a culwural beritage,”

I'he new cultural and recrea-
lion  cenlre—a  Iwo-stoney
buikding—will house a large
lounge  and  clubrocm, s
restautant and two bars,
atids room, library offices
and comimitles FODIMS.

Iy Miglioring said the centre
was necded as a place where
Nalions could meet their el
low countrymen as well as
heir Australian friends,

It would alo he a symbaol
|ol the economic and social
|progress  of Ttalians in the
|South  Australian  commidanity
|and  would enable them to
mamntnin a link with modern
ftalian cultural life.

The first secretary of the
| malian Embassy in Canberra,
Dr F. Grassi Orsini, who vis
ited Adelaide for the festival,
said the expansion of Italian
|culisiral and literary factilities
in South Australia was a direci
result of the need for integra-
tion and o remedy for nos

r

F

talgin,

#hn' extablishment ol a chair
and the building of
an culfural and recrea-

centre in Adelaide would
help Australians and Italinns to
understand omd accept onc
another, be said,

Below: The lallan Vies-Comsul for Ssuth Awsiralia, Dr Fobio

Whigliorini
from Lucca

, Miss Anita A
years sgo, and

H, 21, who migrated to Adelaida
¢ Guida Voidorich, who migrated

irom Zare 1B yeors ago, edmire some of the worki of Iralisn geld-
amiths af an exhibition of lallmn jewsllery during the Fastivel.

13 September 1961.




HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

From 1976 to present day - Establishment of the Consulate

Since 1976, the Consulate has undergone a significant transformation. Initially focused on assisting first generation
ltalian migrants, it has progressively shifted toward providing a wide range of consular services such as citizenship
recognition, passports, civil register, notarial services, and declarations of value for study qualifications, while also
issuing visas for Australians and other foreign nationals wishing to visit Italy for work, study, or tourism. In response to
modern needs, the Consulate has embraced digital innovation, introducing online services, an online booking system,
and efficient on the spot assistance for visitors.

At the same time, the Consulate has expanded its efforts to promote Italian culture, language, and economic relations.
With the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, various initiatives and events have
been launched to highlight Made in Italy.

The Consulate maintains strong connections with South Australian businesses, supporting the promotion of Italian
exports. Events like Italian Design Day, Week of Italian language, Made in Italy Day, and visits to technological and
research hubs boost awareness of Italy’s culture and innovation. Additionally, the Week of Italian Cuisine in the World

promotes Italy’s newly recognized UNESCO culinary heritage and showcases the excellence of Italian food and produce.

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CONSULATE OF ITALY IN ADELAIDE

1976 Establishment of the Consulate

DECRETO DEL PRESIDENTE DELLA REPUBBLICA 29 giugno 1975, n. 957

Elevazione del vice consolato di 12 categoria in Adelaide (Australia)
a consolato di 12 categoria.

(GU n.96 del 12-4-1976)

Vigente al: 27-4-1976

IL PRESIDENTE DELLA REPUBBLICA

Visti gli articoli 30 e 42 del decreto del Presidente della
Repubblica 5 gennaio 1967, n. 18, relativi all'ordinamento
dell'Amministrazione degli affari esteri;

Sentito il parere del consiglio di amministrazione del Ministero
degli affari esteri;

Sulla proposta del Ministro per gli affari esteri, di concerto con
il Ministro per il tesoro;

Decreta:
Art. 1.

I1 vice consolato di 12 categoria in Adelaide (Australia) e'
soppresso.

Art. 2.
E' istituito in Adelaide (Australia) un consolato di 12 categoria
con la seguente circoscrizione territoriale:
lo Stato dell'Australia meridionale.

Art. 3.

I1 presente decreto ha decorrenza dalla data di pubblicazione nella
Gazzetta Ufficiale.

I1 presente decreto, munito del sigillo dello Stato, sara' inserto
nella Raccolta ufficiale delle leggi e dei decreti della Repubblica
italiana. E' fatto obbligo a chiunque spetti di osservarlo e di farlo
osservare.

Dato a Roma, addi' 29 giugno 1975

LEONE
RUMOR - COLOMBO
Visto, il Guardasigilli: REALE

Registrato alla Corte dei conti, addi' 3 aprile 1976
Atti di Governo, registro n. 4, foglio n. 54

3 April 1976. By Presidential Decree (DPR) No. 957 of 29 June 1975, the
Vice Consulate in Adelaide was suppressed, and the official Consulate was
established, with jurisdiction over the State of South Australia.
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12 April 1976. After the establishment of the Consulate of Italy in
Adelaide, Vice Consul Rubens Anna Fedele was formally confirmed
as Consul of Italy to South Australia.

Conuwiate of italy
Adelaide

13 October 1988. Francesco Cossiga made history as the first Italian Head of State to visit South Australia. His visit, timed to coincide with the nation’s
Bicentennial celebrations, marked the 200th anniversary of the arrival of the First Fleet of British convict ships at Sydney in 1788. Additionally, Cossiga’s visit
was significant as the first by an Italian Head of State to Australia in over two decades.
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27 - 28 November 2017. During his visit, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Angelino Alfano, announced the winner for the Fincantieri-Flinders-CETENA Maritime
Innovation Challenge. This initiative was designed to foster international research collaboration and highlight cutting edge defence research on the global stage.
Fincantieri, one of the largest shipbuilding groups in the world with 20 shipyards across, was actively participating in the Australian Government's SEA 5000 Future
Frigates program. Having already established operations in Canberra and Adelaide, Fincantierialso revealed plans to issue a request for proposals aimed at awarding
a contract to local companies for the construction of cruise ship blocks in South Australia.

Conuwiate of italy
Adelaide

In recent years, the Consulate has significantly strengthened its efforts to promote Italian culture, with a particular
focus on the Italian language, one of the key vehicles for conveying Italy's rich cultural heritage globally. In South
Australia, Italian is taught across various primary and secondary schools and universities, with courses also available
at the Adelaide University and the Flinders University. In 2025, the Memorandum of Understanding on Education
Cooperation between the Consulate of Italy in Adelaide and the Department for Education in South Australia was
renewed. This agreement seeks to establish a collaborative framework to promote cultural and educational exchange
between the two signatory parties.

Additionally, the Consulate supports Italian lecturers at both Adelaide and Flinders Universities, as well as the Italian
Teaching Assistant Program for schools and the SAIA (Ente Gestore) Community School, which offers Italian language
courses. The Consulate also collaborates closely with local organizations such as SAATI, the Dante Alighieri Society, and
Comites to organize the annual Week of Italian Language in the World, further enhancing the visibility and appreciation
of Italian language and culture. Since 2007, Flinders University has also presented the Consul's Book Award for
Outstanding Achievement in Italian, recognizing excellence in the study of the language.
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Depariment for Education

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

ON EDUCATION COOPERATION
BETWEEN
THE CONSULATE OF ITALY IN ADELAIDE
AND
THE DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA

The Consulate of Italy in Adelalde and the Department for Education in South Australia, hereinafter
individually referred to as a "Participant” and jointly as “the Particdipants”,

CONSIDERING the Memaorandum of understanding between the Consulate of Italy and the Minister
for Education, signed at Valley View Secondary School in Adelzide on 28 November 2021;

CONSIDERING the long history of conperation and cultural ties between Italy and South Australis;

COMSIDERING the shared interest to cooperate on education with a specific focus on the ialian
language and culture;

have reached the fellowing understanding:

ARTICLE 1

OBJECTIVE

1. Theobjective of this Memorandum of Understanding (hereinafter referred to as “Memorandum”]
is to establish & collzborative framework aimed at prometing culteral and educational exchange
and cooperation between the Participants.

2. The Participants intend to establish a common understanding of the shared education goals
between laly and South Avstralia and of the |m portance of developing global citizenship in South
Australian students who embrace diversity with effective skifls ta five and work across cultures.

3. The Participants intend to explore opportunities to suppert South Australian schools, teachers
and studants to learn and understand the ltalian language and culture,

Signed in A&
being equally authentic.

FOR THE CONSULATE OF ITALY IN ADELAIDE

- da on/‘j,//cy’g{m two originals, each in the Italian and English languages, all texts

E

FOR THE DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION IN SOUTH
AUSTRALIA

Conuwiate of italy
Adelaide

The Week of the Italian Language in the World (Settimana della Lingua Italiana nel Mondo), held annually in October for the past 25 years,
is a global celebration of Italian culture and language. Organized by diplomatic and consular networks, the event features a rich program of
conferences, educational workshops, and cultural performances to promote and honor Italy's linguistic heritage.

Samoda Silva, winner of the 2024 Consul’s Book Award and the Consul of Artists from the State Opera SA, during the Week of Italian language.
Italy, Ernesto Pianelli, presenting her with the award, during the 2024's
Week of Italian language. 27
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12 March 2021. “Twilight Skylines from Police Helicopters” a striking series of photographs by the acclaimed Italian photographer Massimo Sestini, winner of the
World Press Photo 2015. Organized by the Italian Consulate in Adelaide, at the Convention Centre, the exhibition showcased Sestini's unique perspective on ltaly's
landscapes, captured from aboard Italian Police helicopters, including the Leonardo AW 139 and Agusta-Bell AB212. Taken an hour after sunset or an hour before
sunrise, these images reveal the country bathed in the enchanting light of twilight.

16 May 2024. The Consulate of Italy in South Australia and State Opera
SA proudly joined forces to support emerging operatic talent. In a new
collaborative initiative, the two organizations partnered to provide Italian
language coaching to five young South Australian artists as part of their
ongoing professional training.

Conuwiate of italy
Adelaide

10 November 2024. The concert "Passionate Puccini: Lovers, Butterflies
and Sleepless Nights” commemorated the centenary of the legendary
Italian composer Giacomo Puccini. The event was attended by
distinguished guests, including the Governor of South Australia, H.E.
Frances Adamson AC, and Ms Luisa Greco, Chair of the Multicultural
Affairs Commission.
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31 August 2025. The collaboration between the Consulate and State
Opera SA continued also in 2025, highlighting the art of Bel Canto —
literally "beautiful singing” — showcasing the masterworks of iconic Italian
composers such as Bellini, Rossini, Donizetti, and others.

8 April 2025. The Consulate of Italy in Adelaide, in collaboration with the Art
Gallery of South Australia, hosted a special presentation by Professor, Art
Historian and Deputy Director of the Pinacoteca di Brera, Chiara Rostagno,
exploring Leonardo da Vinci's Last Supper.
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Despite the distance, the bond between South Australia and Italy remains strong, thanks to the lasting legacy of Italian
emigration. This cultural connection is evident in the admiration Australians have for the creativity, sophistication, and

authenticity of Made in Italy, particularly in design, craftsmanship, and cuisine. The influence of Italy is also reflected in

the Italian System, which provides vital services to Italian citizens and businesses.

The Consulate takes great pride in organizing events that promote and support the export of Made in Italy brands,
showcasing Italy’s unparalleled contributions to design, fashion, cuisine, and more. Among these initiatives are high
profile events such as the Italian Design Day, which highlights Italy's leadership in design and innovation, and the Made
in Italy Day, celebrating the quality and excellence of Italian products. One of the most notable events is the Week of
Italian Cuisine in the World, a global celebration that not only honors Italy’s rich culinary traditions but also supports the
promotion of Italian food culture as an integral part of Italy's identity. Through these events, the Consulate continues
to enhance Italy’s cultural presence and influence in South Australia and beyond, strengthening the deep-rooted
connections between the two regions.
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Italian Design Day - 2024

ONABRD |

The Hon. Andrea Michaels MP, speaking at the Italian Design Day 2024.

First Week of Italian Cuisine in the World - 2016

Week of Italian Cuisine - 2024
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Political relations between South Australia and Italy are part of the broader and longstanding bilateral ties between
Australia and Italy, rooted in deep historical, cultural, and economic connections. The relationship between the
Consulate of Italy in Adelaide and the Government of South Australia is strong and mutually beneficial, centered

on supporting collaboration for Italian businesses and enterprises in the region. This ongoing dialogue spans
various sectors, including research, science, space, and education. The Consulate and the Office of the Premier of
South Australia work together to organize official events, such as the celebration of Italian National Day, further
strengthening the ties between the two entities.

Made in Italy Day - 2025 Made in Italy Day - 2025
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02 June 2023. The Consul of Italy, Adriano Stendardo an the Premier
of South Australia, Hon. Peter Malinauskas MP, at the celebrations
for Italian National Day.

02 June 2024. During the Italian National Day celebrations, the Pocket String
Quartet delighted guests with a captivating performance under the direction
of internationally renowned violinist Julian Ferraretto. The event also
featured a special guest appearance by the Consul of Italy, Ernesto Pianelli,
who performed the beloved Ennio Marricone classic Gabriel's Oboe on his
soprano saxophone.

12 September 2024. The Consul of Italy Ernesto Pianelli inaugurated the Parliamentary Group of Friends of Italy within the South
Australian Parliament, an initiative aimed at further strengthening ties and fostering closer cooperation between Italy and
South Australia. The Consul extended his sincere gratitude to Senator Francesco Giacobbe, Hon. Vincent Tarzia MP, Leader of
the Opposition, and Hon. Tony Piccolo MP for their invaluable support in this endeavor.
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MR. ERNESTO PIANELLI
Consul of Italy to South Australia

From its 19th-century beginnings, the Italian Consulate in Adelaide has been more than an administrative office;
it has been a source of guidance, reassurance, and connection for migrants from a distant homeland.

Over the decades, it has evolved alongside the community it serves, acting as a bridge between Italy and

South Australia, fostering dialogue, understanding, and a shared sense of belonging.

Today, the Consulate’s work extends to cultural and economic diplomacy. Through events, educational initiatives,
and collaborations, it celebrates and renews Italian culture while strengthening trade and investment ties,
reflecting shared values of innovation, craftsmanship, and excellence.

Yet, beyond its formal functions, the enduring significance of the Consulate lies in its human dimension.

It has been a constant presence through moments of challenge and celebration, accompanying individuals

and families across generations. Its work reflects a deeper truth: that diplomacy is not only conducted between
governments, but lived through people, relationships, and communities.

This booklet stands as a tribute to that legacy. It honours the dedication of those who have served within the
Consulate, the resilience and contributions of the Italian community in South Australia, and the enduring friendship
between Italy and South Australia.

A special mention and sincere thanks go to Dr. Aurora Scomparin, University of Milan student, for her diligent
collaboration during her internship, and to Sara Potenza, Consul's Executive Assistant, for her careful review of
the texts.

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CONSULATE OF ITALY IN ADELAIDE

LIST OF ITALIAN CONSULAR AGENTS,
VICE CONSULS AND CONSULS

Consular Agents

1883 - 1886 Giuseppe Gilberto Boothby
1887 - 1901 Federico (Cecil F.) Wright
1902 - 1907 Charles Murphy

1908 - 1926 Eric S. Paterson

1927 - 1940 Giuseppe Amerio

1940 - giugno 1940 Felice Rando

Honorary Vice Consuls

1952 - 1962 Elena Domenica Luisa Rubeo

VVice Consuls

1962 - 1966 Raffaele Gesini
1966 - 1969 Fabio Migliorini
1969 - 1971 Dorello Ferrari
1971 - 1975 Antonio Provenzano
1975 - 1976 Rubens Anna Fedele

Consuls of Italy to South Australia

1976 - 1980
1980 - 1983
1983 - 1986
1986 - 1990
1991 - 1995
1995 - 1999
1999 - 2003
2003 - 2007
2007 - 2010
2010 - 2015
2016 - 2019
2020 - 2023
2023 -

Rubens Anna Fedele
Paolo Vincenzo Massa
Gianni Martini
Francesco De Conno
Francesco Azzarello
Roberto Colamine
Lorenzo Kluzer
Simone De Santi
Tommaso Coniglio
Orietta Borgia (Reggente)
Roberta Ronzitti
Adriano Stendardo
Ernesto Pianelli
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