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FOREWORD
Her Excellency the Honourable Frances Adamson AC - Governor of South Australia

The Consulate of Italy in Adelaide plays a pivotal role in the enduring relationship between South Australia and Italy, 
based on shared values, mutual respect, and, perhaps most importantly, the passion and commitment of the Italian 
community itself.

The Italian community is prominent, influential, and well respected, and has contributed greatly to the economic, social 
and cultural advancement of our state. Indeed, as in other parts of Australia, it has played an important role in shaping 
Australia’s contemporary cultural identity.

A 50th anniversary is marked by what has gone before, both through entities that predated the establishment of the 
Consulate proper, and then through the Consulate itself.  Since its establishment, the Consulate has supported and 
enhanced cultural, diplomatic, and economic connections, strengthening not only the Italian community in Adelaide 
but, through them, the South Australian community at large.

And as the Italian community has grown and the migration pattern evolved, so too has the Consulate adapted.
Originally providing guidance and welcome to post-war migrants navigating the challenges of a new land, the 
Consulate expanded its role to promote culture, language, economic ties and investment opportunities in response 
to the needs of young professional migrants and generations of Australian-born Italians.

This booklet captures the milestones, the prominent events and the people who have steered the Consulate’s 
mission and is a valuable record of how the Consulate has enhanced the connections between our two nations.

Congratulations!
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Her Excellency the Honourable Frances Adamson AC 
The Governor of South Australia  

FOREWORD
His Excellency Mr. Nicola Lener - Ambassador of Italy to Australia

It is my great pleasure to welcome the publication of this booklet, marking the 50th anniversary of the Consulate 
of Italy in Adelaide. This important milestone reflects not only the Consulate’s rich history, but also the strong and 
enduring ties between Italy and South Australia.

Since the arrival of the first consular agents in the late 19th century, the Consulate has served as a key point of 
reference for a rapidly growing Italian community, providing support and assistance. Over time, its role has evolved, 
with an increasing focus on strengthening economic and cultural relations between Italy and South Australia, as well as 
enhancing cooperation in science and innovation.

In pursuing these goals, the Consulate draws on the strength of a dynamic community of Italian and Italian-Australian 
business leaders, academics, and professionals. Their contributions have been, and continue to be, a driving force 
behind the remarkable development of South Australia over recent decades.

This booklet therefore illustrates the evolution of the Consulate’s role alongside the growth of both the Italian 
community and the broader South Australian society, highlighting its enduring function as an institutional bridge 
connecting South Australia with Italy.

With my best wishes for continued success.

His Excellency Mr. Nicola Lener - Ambassador of Italy to Australia

It is my great pleasure to welcome the publication of this booklet, marking the 50th
anniversary of the Consulate of Italy in Adelaide. This important milestone reflects not
only the Consulate’s rich history, but also the strong and enduring ties between Italy and
South Australia.
Since the arrival of the first consular agents in the late 19th century, the Consulate has
served as a key point of reference for a rapidly growing Italian community, providing
support and assistance. Over time, its role has evolved, with an increasing focus on
strengthening economic and cultural relations between Italy and South Australia, as well
as enhancing cooperation in science and innovation.
In pursuing these goals, the Consulate draws on the strength of a dynamic community of
Italian and Italian-Australian business leaders, academics, and professionals. Their
contributions have been, and continue to be, a driving force behind the remarkable
development of South Australia over recent decades.
This booklet therefore illustrates the evolution of the Consulate’s role alongside the
growth of both the Italian community and the broader South Australian society,
highlighting its enduring function as an institutional bridge connecting South Australia
with Italy.
With my best wishes for continued success,
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HISTORICAL OVERVIEW
From the late 19th century to 1952 - Consular Agency

Since the 19th century, relations between Italy and South Australia, particularly in the areas of economic and migratory 
matters, were overseen by a consular agency, which employed consular agents to represent Italy’s interests. Starting 
in 1883, archival records provide a valuable insight into this period, documenting the names of the agents who served 
on Italy’s behalf.

These records also preserve the correspondence between the Kingdom of Italy and the Consulate General in 
Melbourne, where the suitability of potential agents was carefully discussed and evaluated. Initially, the position 
was not limited to Italian citizens; it was open to foreigners who were proficient in the Italian language or had strong 
connections with Italy, especially of an economic nature. 

28 July 1902 ▶ Consular Agent Mr. Federico (Cecil F.) Wright submitted 
his resignation and formal procedures were initiated to appoint his successor.
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17 November 1909  ▶  Following the passing of the previous Consular Agent, 

Mr. Charles Murphy, Mr. Eric S. Paterson was appointed as his successor.
15 - 22 November 1926  ▶ Following the resignation of the 
Consular Agent Mr. Eric S. Paterson, Mr. Giuseppe Amerio was appointed as his successor.
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11 June 1940. The day after Italy declared war, the
Italian Consular Agency in Adelaide was closed.

National Library of Australia

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page11351293

WAR CABLES (Continued
From Page 1)

AUSTRALIANS
READY IN

PALEST IN EE]ager to Meet ThrustBy Italians

From J. A. Hetherington,
Special Representative

of "The

News" With the
A.I.F.

GAZA, June
l.--Mussolini's

dramatic
announcement

that Italy had declared
war has not caused the slightest

tremor
of apprehension

to run through
the Australian

camps. On the contrary, the troops
who first heard the

news in the B.B.C. session
at 9 p.m. yesterday

sarcastically

cheered the Duce's more belligerent
remarks as they were

translated by the announcer.

The popular
reaction

was expressed

by a digger who said: "Maybe we will

get a chance
:o have a smack at the

blanky Dagoes at
]ast."

In fait
realisation

this morning that

Italy's
intervention

did not mean that

Australians
would go to the front line

immediately, or perhaps
even for some

months, resembled
an anti-climax

after

last night's
enthusiasm.

However, the Australians
are pleased

that they are in the fighting
zone at

last, after months
of tedious

training.

with
the prospect of going into action

seemingly as remote as when
the A.I.F

was still
in

Australia.
I toured

the Australian
camps

today.

and found the men in
wonderful

spirits.

Current
jokes-mostlv

unprintable

all refer to Mussolini and Italy's
pro

bable
fate.Italy's

intervention
undoubtedly has

given fresh
interest

to types of training

which Australians
were beginning

to

find boring.The atmosphere
throughout

the

camp
is

calm,
and the men are

going
about their

duties
without

excitemenit.
The

only indication

that
the

situation
had

radically

changed
overnight

was the activity

of groups of men completing
pre

cautions designed
to protect

the

A.I.F.
against

air at'acks.Wait and See
Speculation

on what
is likely

to hap

pen here
is futile

at present.
Even

well-informed
men are content

to wait

and see.
Still

wives,
mothers,

and

sweethearts
of A.I.F.

men may be as

sured
nothing that can be done will be

left undone
to ensure the men's safety

in the new
crisis.

The chief
topic

in the Australian

camps
in the past few weeks has been

not
if, but when, Italy

would
declare

war.

The uncertainty
had

an unsettling

effect everywhere.
but Mussolini

has

now dispelled
the

nervous
strain

of

waiting.
There

is little
doubt that

Italy's
intervention

will clear the
air

and
enable

the Allies
to use

its vast

reservoir
of manpower

which has been

immobil!sed
in the

Near East
to the

greatest
advantage.

The Near
East is

undoubtedly
fully

prepared
to meet

a

thrust
wherever

it is made.Plans Prepared

Members
of the

A.I.F.,
especially

those
who have

visited
Egypt.

Syria,

and Lebanon
know

that the
dispositions

of the British
and French

troops
and

naval units guarantee
the protection

of

the
region

against
any onslaught.

It
is especially

comforting
to

realise
that

plans
to defend

the

Near
East

were
worked

out
by the

master
strategist,

Gen.
Weygand.

during his period
as French

Com

mander-in-Chief here
in collabora

tion with Lieut-Gen.
Sir

Archi

bald Wavell.The
Australians

have
seen

Gen.

Wavell only three
times, but his quiet.

resolute
bearing won the confidence

of

every
man, his outspokenness

specially

appealing
to them. An instance

was

his description
of Italy as a "slinking

jackal"
when

speaking
to the Austra

lians
yesterday,

which
revealed

his

opinion
of Hitler's

new ally.

Major-Gen.
I. G. Mackay, command

ing the 6th
Division,

said
he believed

that Italy
was unlikely

to attempt
to

land
troops or send ships to Palestine.

although
he pointed

out that Palestine

was
not included

in the countries
which

Mussolini
announced

that he had
no

intention
to attack.Precautions

Taken

"It is possible that
we will be sub

jected
to air raids, but full precautions

have been taken to protect
the Aus

tralians
in the

event
of attacks

by

bombers
or gas-spraying

aircraft."
he

said. "There does not seem any imme

diate prospect of the Australians
going

into
action, but it remains

to be seen

whether
Italy will

attack Egypt.

"Italy's intervention
at this stage

cer

tainly
brings Australians

nearer
the

fight, because we are surrounded
by

Italian
possessions,

from
which

we
can

be attacked.
We certainly

feel that
it

is better to know definitely
that

Italy

is fighting the Allies
than

feel that she

might
enter the war when

we are least

expecting
it."The declaration

means
that Austra

lia must redouble her efforts
to pro

vide men and material to help to cope

with this additional
enemy."

The chief
effect

on the Australian

troops has been to sharpen
their eager

ness to meet their new
foes. as well as

their
old. and increase, instead of dimi

nish, their morale.

ALLIES MEETCHALLENGE
U.S. Aid Praised

LONDON.
June 11.--"We have no ill

will
towards

the Italian
people',"

said

the Lord
Privy Seal (Mr. Attlee)

in his

speech to the Commons.
We are sorry

that they should
be brought to slaugh

ter because
of one man's

overweaning

ambition
and

lust for
blood, but we

are prepared
to meet the challenge. We

shall give
blow

for blow.
The two

dictators
have

united to destroy democ

racy, which
will answer'the

challenge.

"Across
the Atlantic

comes the great

Democracy's
answer.

It was as though

day followed
night, when, a few hours

after the dictator
of Italy made

his

dastardly
announcement

before
the ser

ried
ranks

of Blackshirts,
the United

States
President

delivered
a message

worthy
of his great free Republic, send

ing the whole
of America's

sympathies

to those
nations

who were giving
their

lifeblood
to combat

the
forces of hate.

Stern Resolution

"President
Roosevelt

has
vitally

in

spired the free people of Europe,
and

the assurance
that

the
material

re

sources of his great nation
were placed

at the Allies'
disposal makes

inevit

able
that, however hard the road,

fhe

cause of civilisation
will prevail."

con

tinued
Mr. Attlee.

"This
new attack by Italy does not

cause us dismay,
and makes

no diffe

rence
to our stern

resolution
to defeat

all our
enemies

or
fo the confidence

in

our ability
to withstand

all attacks

and achieve
victory."Rather
it should

increase
our

determination
to strain

every

nerve
to meet

all
dangers

and

difficulties
of this critical

time
In

the
sure knowledge

that
we fight

not for ourselves
alone, but for the

freedom
of the

human
spirit."

(Cheers.)Mr Attlee
added that the secret

ses

sion of Parliament
would

be held
as

soon
s;

possible.-A.A.P.Mr. Casey Seeks Help

NEW
YORK, June

11.-The
Austra

lian Minister
to the United

States
(Mr.

Casey).
addressing

at the
influential

Dutch
Treat Club

an audience
of more

than
300 authors,

editors,
and pub

lishers, stressed
Australia's

significance

as an outpost
of the democratic

way of

life
in the South-western

Pacific.
also

the importance
of time,

which
was

"truly Hitler's
greatest

secret
weapon."

"If you believe
that our cause

is

just."
he added.

"and you
can't be in

any doubt of that:
if you

believe that

we are

hard-pressed, and you
can't be

in any doubt
of that:

if you believe
thal

the eventual
issue of this

war
vitally

affects
you,

and
can't be in

any

doubt of that:
if you shudder

at the

thought
of a German-dominated

world.

then make
avalable

to us with
all the

urgency at your command
the weapons

we
vitally

need."-A.A.P.

Italian
Consulate

Here

Closes
its

Doors

Do Oggi
in Poi R.

Consolato

Chuiso"-From
today

onward the

Royal Consulate
is closed.

This notice in
Italian

was pinned
to

the door 'of the Italian
Vice-Consuls

office in Currie street
today as a mem

ber of the
consular

staff,
with

a

number
of documents

under
his

arm.

left with

authorities.

Outside, a big brass plate,
with the

name "Royal
Italian

Vice-Consulate."

still remained
in position.

While
walking across

Currie street

to the military car the Italian consular

official
and two military

men
passed

two street
musicians,

who
sized

the

position
up in a second, and loudly

played the French
National Anthem.

During last night and today Italians

seized
in Adelaide

and country
centres

were
brought to the

city and placed

under
arrest

with
countrymen

who

were
picked

up in dramatic
raids

early
yesterday.

They
will

probably

remain
here

until
shifted

interstate
to

a central internment
camp.

There
were

several Italian
gardeners

missing
at the fruit market

early today.

Special constables
sworn in

recently

were active to ensure that trading
was

carried
out in an orderly

manner.

Britons
were asked to operate

without

causing
any trouble,

as many
of the

Italian
gardeners

were naturalised
and

loyal.
The Deputy Director of Postal Ser

vices (Mr. Arnold)
said today

that tele

phone calls
would be supervfsed

to pre

vent any being carried
on in

a foreign

language.
Offenders

would be given

a warning
and, if

it were
not heeded.

the call disconnected.
Concerning overseas

air mail, Mr. Ar

nold
said that

as no
official

advice

had yet been received
of interruption

to the
services, today's mail was sent

to Darwin
as usual.

This will
be con

tinued
until further

advice
is to hand.

An Italian
flag in Tattersalls

Club has

been taken down.
This

was presented

to the club during the last
war, when

flags
of the Allies

were
auctioned

to

aid war funds.

Holy Land N\owBlacked Out,Defences Readyl
JERUSALEM.

June
l.--The

dark

shadow
of war

is close
at hand,

and has

passed
over the Holy Land on the eve

of the Jewish
Pentecost.

While
the Australians.

with
their

British
and French

comrades,
in arms,

stood ready for action, special Jewish

Prayers
were

offered
at the

Wailing

Wall for the safety
of the country

and

for an Allied
victory.

A blackout between
9.30 p.m.

and

5.30 a.m.,
is now

operating,
and

all

travel
outside

the
municipal

areas is

forbidden.A thousand
special

constables
and

air
raid wardens

were
sworn

in yes

terday, thus
completing

the
country's

preparation,
and all defences are in in

stant readiness.
The newspapers

give

detailed
advice on how to combat

para

chute troops.The Abyssinfan
flag has now re

appeared
on the buildings

where

the Emperor's
most

faithful
fol

lowers
have taken

refuge.

A preacher
in the Abyssiman

Church

triumphantly
cried out today: "The day

has come.
The British

lion
will now

reinstate
the Lion of Judah!"

The
only break

in Jerusalem's
black

cut tonight
is the blaze of light mark

in the Italian
Consulate. where

the

staff are
makine

last-minute

prepara

tions
to leave.-A.A.P.

SDORA
. .. Service

D.F.C. AWARDEDS.A. PILOTPraise for Courage
LONDON, June

l.--Flying-Officer

L.

R. Clisby, of Adelaide,
who has been

posted
as missing, has been awarded

the D.F.C.
The

official
announcement

says that

he displayed great courage on
all occa

sions.
One

day in April he shot

down
a Messerschmidt

when he and

two
other

attacked
a formation

of nine.
Th&

next day he destroyed

another.
During May he was engaged

in six

combats.
in which

he shot down eight

enemy
planes.Flying-Officer

T. B. Fitzgerald.
of

Timaru.
New Zealand.

who carried
out

a daring
and successful

low-flyipg
at

tack
in the

Sedan sector. has also been

awarded
the D.F.C.

A few days
after

the
Sedan

attack
he

was
wounded. but

he made
a forced

landing and saved

the lives
of his crew.

Today the King conferred
47 decora

tions
at Buckingham

Palace.
Among

those decorated
were Capt. P. L. Vian,

of the Cossack, for his part in the res

cue of the Altmark
prisoners.

Thirty
members

of the R.A.F.
were

awarded
the D.F.C.

These
included

two Australians.
Flight-Lieut.

Clifford

Wright and Flying-Officer
Ellis Ross.

A.A
P.

Admiralty Denies
Nazi Naval Claim

LONDON, June
11.-The

Admiralty

announces
that the

German
official

newsagency report
that "violent

en

counters
took place

last night
off the

east coast of England between German

motor
boats and British

destroyers."

presumably refers to attempt
by motor

boats
on a British

convoy on Sunday

night.

The
convoy

and
escort

were
un

harmed.
It is not known

whether
any

damage
was inflicted

on the enemy.

S"No
encounters

took
place last

night

between
our forces

and enemy motor

torpedo
boats."

the statement
adds.

•

- m~Spanish PressSymnpathy for Axis'
1MADRID. June

11.-The
Spanishi

press
openly

sympathises
with

the

Axis Powers.
"Arriba"

says:--"Spain

occupies

a position
of non-belligexency,

but
we

cannot
sincerely

hide either

our joy or sympathy
for the two great

nations--Italy
and Germany-who

are

Spain's
friends.

Those
suffering

the

bitterness
of defeat are those

who

lengthened
the Spanish

war and aided

Spain's
enemies.

Other
newspapers

criticise
the British

contraband
control

system.
which.

they
say. was strangling

Italy.

Governor Sees R.A.A.F.

AN INSPECTION
of the R.A.A.F. at work at the Grentell

street trades
school

and the barracks at the Exhibition
Building was made by the Governor

(Sir

Malcolm Barclay-Horvey)
today.

In this picture
at

the Grenfell
street

school, the Governor
is with Flying-Officer

G. E. Randoll
(commanding

officer), and Mr. H. J. Storey (headmaster
of the school).

In the back

ground
is the Earl of Bective, A.D.C.

AIR CHIEF
MARSHAL

Sir Arthur

Longmire, Commander-in-Chief

of

the R.A.F.
in the Near

East, who,

as a result of the surprise
raids by

the R.A.F. on enemy plane concen

trations, petrol
depots, and bomb

dumps
in East Libya and Italian

East
Africa,

believes
that Italy's

striking
power in the

Near East

has been
crippled.

(Story
on

Page
1.)

Authorities
Continue

Round-Up OfItalians
in Australia

CANBERRA.
Wednesday.-In

every State the round

up of Italian
nationals

continued
today, and already many

male aliens of military age or holding Fascist sympathies

have been interned.
Many

more
Italians

are awaiting

examination
by the military

authorities,

who will then decide
their future.

Districts
where

the
authorities

are

manifesting
the

greatest
activity

are

the Queensland
canefields-which

has

the largest self-contained
Italian

colony

in Australia-Werribee
and Shepparton

in
Victoria,

the Leeton
and Griffith

irrigation
areas

in New South Wales,

and important waterfront
and mining

cities in
every mainland

State.

The authorities
do not

attach the

same importance
to possible

subversive

operations
by Italians

in Australia
as

to the fifth column
menace

by German

nationals
and

militant
Communists.

Re-Check Being Made

Following
the disclosure

of Com

munist
infiltration

into A.R.P. person

nel in Western
Australia,

a re-check

is being made of the antecedents,
affilia

tions, and sympathies of employes
in all

key industries
and Government

depart

ments.
Disquiet has been caused at Canberra

by the revelation
of Fifth Column

activities
within

the Government Print

ing Office,
which has advance

know

ledge of all Commonwealth
regulations

and printed
documents.

In conse

quence special
precautions

are being

taken

The
Postmaster-General

(Mr.

Thorby) has tried
to induce

Federal

Cabinet to order
the administration

of

an oath of loyalty to
all Government

persons
suspected

of Communistic
or

subversive
views, but

so far
without

success.
The Italian

Consulate
in Brisbane

was closed by the honorary
consul (Mr.

T. McWilliam)
immediately

he learned

of Italy's declaration
of war.

He de

to interview
Italians

who called.

"I have finished
with

Italy
and will

not carry
on for her."

he said.
None

of the Italians
with

whom
he had come

in contact, including
the crew

of the

Romolo, which
called

at Brisbane
last

week, wanted
Italy

to join Germany.

Mr. McWilliam
has been

consul
for 10

years.

Windows Smashed

SYDNEY,
Wednesday.

- Plateglass

windows in six Italian-owned
shops in

Sydney
suburbs

were
smashed

last

night. Police, believe one window
was

broken by a lead
pellet

fired from
a

catapult,

and that the others were shat

tered by stones.The effect
of the internment

of

Italian
shopkeepers

upon supplies

of fruit and
vegetables

is being in

vestigated
today by the Minister

of

Agriculture
(MIr. Reid).

"In the early stages
depots

may have

to be set up to ensure that there
will

be no shortage
of supplies,"

said the

Minister.
"There

may be temporary

dislocation,
but

it
will be overcome

wpeedily."

LONGER VALIDITY
FOR

IMPORT LICENCESEight Months Now Allowed

Import licences
issued for goods ori

ginating
outside Europe

will in future

be given a validity
of eight months,

the

same period
as is applied to European

goods.
Announcing

this,
the Collector

of

Customs (Mr.
Terry)

said that
expe

rience
had shown that

under the
exist

ing conditions
of trade

the
normal

period
of six months'

validity
for

licences
for

goods
purchased

in
non

European
countries

barely allowed
an

importer
sufficient

time
in

which
to

effect importation,
even when the order

was placed immediately
after the grant

ing of the licence.
In individual

cases
where

holders
of

such
licences

issued
since

December
1

were
able

to show
that for

reasons

beyond
their

control
they were

unable

to effect importation
within

six months.

an extension
to eight months

might be

granted.

Tribute Paid to Comrade

Many returned
soldiers,

municipalists,

solicitors,
and sportsmen

attended
the

funeral today of Cr. P. A. Ohlstrom.

of Glen
Osmond, in the A.I.F.

section

of the West Terrace Cemetery,
where

the Rev. Father
O'Sullivan

officiated.

The Burnside
Council

was repre

sented by the
mayor

ILieut.-Col.
W. C.

N. Waite)
and members,

while the Ade

laide City Council, Kensington
Cricket

and
Baseball

Clubs. the 32nd Battalion

A.I.F.
Club. and the legal profession

were
also strongly

represented.
The

casket was draped
with the Union Jack.

The late Cr. Ohlstrom, who served as

a lieutenant
in the

war, was a solicitor.

He
was a member

of the Burnside

Council
and

was
also

a former
inter

state baseballer.
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TODAY'S
TEMPERATURESMaximum Minimum

(up to noon)

Adelaide
...

..

60.4
44.8

Melbourne
....

56
48

Sydney
....

..

64
48

Brisbane
.....

72
54

Hobart
......

56
37

Perth
.......

71
55

Canberra
.....

54
36

Darwin......

82
66

Japanese
Claim Capture

Of Ichang
HONGKONG,June 11.-The

Japanese

claim to have
entered

Ichang, the far

thest inland
treaty; port on the Yangtse

Riv\er.
Their

troops
were

aided
by

bombers.

attacked
in the Ger

man
style.Ichang is an important

point for the

transhipment
of foodstuffs

by river to

Chungking,
the Chinese

Government

headauarters
farther

west.

Defence Plan DetailsFor R.S.L. Soon
MELBOURNE,

Wednesday.
- De

tailed plans for enrolment
of returned

soldiers
in the

new volunteer
defence

corps-an
official

army
reserve

approved
by the Commonwealth

for

home defence-are
expected

to be cir

culated
among State

branches
of the

Returned
Soldiers'

League
late this

week.
It was announced

today that discus

sions between
the special sub-commit

tee of the Federal
executive

of the

league and
representatives

of the

Defence
Department

were
still

pro

ceeding,
and that finalisation

of details

was expected
in a few days. Imme

diately
they receive

these
details

branches
in all

States
will

simulta

neously
undertake

the enrolment

of

volunteers.

Highway Cost to Councils

As costs
of Anzac

Highway
recon

struction
exceeded

estimates
by £31,956,

a deputation
recently

waited
on the

Minister
of Public

Works
(Mr. McIn

tosh) with a request that councils
con

cerned
be relieved

of the responsibility

of any portion
of the cost of altering

water
and sewer

mains
and the acquisi

tion of land to correct
the street

align

ment.

The district
clerk

(Mr. Vernon
S.

Shephard)
reported

to
the West

Torrens
Council

last night
that the

amount
charged

to highway construc

tion
on

these
two

accounts
was

£16.596.
If the items

were
excluded

from
the

council's
contribution

to the cost of the

scheme
Glenelg and West Torrens

would
each save £1,697, and Unley £377,

spread
over 28 years.

Allies Ask U.S.For Arms Catalogue
WASHINGTON, June 11.-The

Allied

Purchasing
Mission has followed

up

President
Roosevelt's

promise
of mate

rial aid by asking the Secretary
to the

Treasury
(Mr.

Morgenthau)
for de

tailed
lists

of
war

materials
available.

They have been
promised

the answers

by tomorrow."Mr. Roosevelt's
offer is encouraging,

and promises
to

fill the gap until
the

new
weapons

for
which

the Allies

have
contracted

are available,"
said

the head
of the Mission

(Mr. Purvis)

today.-A.A.P.

Proposed VisitBy Gracie Fields
MELBOURNE.

Wednesday.--if
Gracie

Fields visits Australia,
she will

sing to

the soldiers,
and accept a touring

en

gagement,
in the

opinion
of the general

manager
of the

Tivoli
circuit, Mr. Wal

lace
R- Parnell.Following

the
report from

Halifax

that Gracie
Fields

might
come here

after touring Canada, in
aid of the

British
Servicemen's

Fund, Mr. Parnell

yesterday
sent a cablegram

to the Lon

don representative

of the Tivoli
circuit

seeking information
of the

star's plans.

Mr Parnell
said that negotiations

to

present Gracie Fields on the Tivoli cir

cuit had been in progress for some time.

Picture
work and her illness had pre

vented
any definite arrangement.

C
8 TO' 18 GALLONSMonth's Petrol Supplty

MELBOURNE,
Wednesday.

-

Intended
ration

allowances
under the Commonwealth

Government's
petrol

conservation
plan are:-

For Private Cars.-Eight
to

18 gal

lons
a month

on the bas:s of regis

tered horsepower.Goods
Vehcles.-Twenty

gallons
a

month
for

every
half-ton

registered

weight,
and any further

ration
to which

the owner's
or user's

classification

may

entitle
him.Ample

notice
will be given

before

rationing is introduced,
said the Minis

ter of Supply
(Sir Frederick Stewart)

in making
this announcement

today.

Re-sellers
will be able

to
fill normal

storage
tanks, and operators

willkbe

given time to fill vehicle
tanks.

About

the same time all persons
possessing

motor spirit
in quantities exceeding

40

gallons, exclusive
of fuel in car tanks.

will be required
to make

a return
of

the quantities
held.

These quantities
will be taken into

account
in determining the time when

ration
cards will become

available.

Two-Gallon
Units

It will be illegal to
sell motor

spirit
without

a licence
to do so,

and
ration

cards will
not be trans

ferable.
Resellers

will be forced

to identify
them when furnished by

consumers.
Ration cards will

entitle holders to a

specific
number

of two-gallon
units.

Eventually
it may be necessary

to vary

the content
of the

units. Every appli

cant will be entitled to receive
at least

the basic
ration for his class.

The Minister
said today that users

of

private
and commercial

vehicles
and

other
users of motor

spirit
would

be

classified
according

to
vehicles.

and

each class would be separated
as far as

possible
into three

categories.

The essential
need

of some
grades for

ambulances
and fire brigades, for neces

sary
transport

of perishable
products

in
remote

areas, and for farms,
was

part of the
reason

for
reducing

con

sumption
of other classes.

The
rontrolling

authority
would

classify
all users

on the basis
of in

formation
supplied

by applicants
for

ration
licences,

and from
other

sources.

Special grouping
of goods vehicles to

reduce
aggregate

mileage
will be an

important
feature

of the
scheme.

Grouped
vehicles

will receive
a special

allowance.

Equality in Mileage

Rationing
of petrol of motor cars will

be designed to give a rough
equality

in

mileage for cars of all powers.
Actual

mileages
obtained

from these
ration

al

lowances
will depend largely

on the

efficiency
of the engine and the care of

the driver.Sir Frederick
Stewart

said that the

system
of rationing

would
require

a

licence
for

each
vehicle

or fleet
of

vehicles.
The licence

would
entitle

the

holder to ration
cards.

obtainable
from

post offices
each month

on production

of the licence.Cards
would

be delivered
to retailers

at the time
of

purchase, and the re

tailers
would

in turn deliver
cards

to

the bulk
suppliers.

Resellers'
supplies

would
be dependent

on the
quantity

of ration
cards

received
from

con

sum
ers.

It
is anticipated

also
that the

private
owner

who
uses

his
car

for convenience
or pleasure

only

will
not take full advantage

of his

ration.

It is
on that expectation

that
in

creased
ration

allowances
are

pos

sible for
car owners

who
need

to
use,

their
cars for business.

Motorists will not be able to save*

up cards
to provide

for long trips
on

holidays.Administration
of the rationing plan

will be the responsibility
of the various

State transport
authorities.

The polic

ing of the rationing
provisions

will be

carried
out by transport inspectors with

police
co-operation.

Range

of 250 Miles
a Month

By "The News" Motor
Writer

It is believed
that the

scheme
is

based on a plan outlined
by the Com

monwealth
Oil Board

some time
ago.

For cars
and

cycles, the uses of which

are
not at all necessary,

the
monthly

ration
proposed

was:

Up to 12 h.p.
........

8 gallons

Over 12 and under 20 h.p.
12 gallons

20 h.p.
and over

......

16 gallons

MIotor
cycles

..........

.
4 gallons

Range
of 250 Miles

This issue
would,

if applied,
give

the private
motorist

a range
of from

230 to 250 miles
a month.

Under this plan
it was proposed

to

allow
certain

essential
classes

normal

consumption
as a standard,

and not to

impose
any actual restrictions.

Users,

however, would
be required

to justify

former or actual petrol consumption.

Provision
was also made

under the

plan to allow
certain

preferred
classes

of essential
services double

the ration

of that allowed
the private

motorist.

Cuts in consumption
were also pro

vided for hire
service

cars and taxis.

Although
no official

announcement
has

been
made,

it
is

believed that the

rationing scheme
will be administered

in this State by the Transport Control

Board, which
would

come
under

the

control
of the

Commonwealth
Oil

Board.

No Surprise
Here

The decision
of the Government

to

introduce
petrol rationing

did
not come

as a big surprise
to leaders

of the

motor
movement

in
Adelaide.

The

president
of the

South Australian

Chamber
of Motor

Industries
(Mr. S.

W. G. Freeman) said
that everyone

was prepared
to make sacrifices

to win

the war, but
it was hoped that the Gov

ernment
would

weigh
the many

vital

factors involved in
rationing,

and that

the burden would be made
as light as

possible.
Petrol rationing

is accepted
by the

Adelaide Chamber
of Commerce

as a

necessary emergency
measure.

The

Government's
announcement

will en

able the chamber
to finalise plans

it

has already discussed for
petrol

con

servation.
These

include
curtailment

of wholesale
delivery

services,
and

economies
in the use

of commercial

travellers'
cars.

The
president

of the
chamber

(Mr.

R. K. Wood) said he assumed that any

cases of hardship
under

rationing

could be submitted
to the Liquid Fuel

Control Board.More Producer
Gas Units

CANBERRA,
Wednesday.-An

impor

tant contribution
will be made

by the

Postmaster-General's
Department

to the

conservation
of Australian

petrol sup

plies by equipping many of
its vehicles

with
producer

gas units.

If it
is found

that additional
petrol

savings are necessary
after

rationing

is introduced
in about

six
weeks,

vehicles operated
by other departments

will be provided
with

similar
equip

ment.
Reports

received
by the Government

indicate
that four

companies
manu

facturing
producer

gas units
in Aus

tralia
have

decided
to

extend
their

plant.
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"We'ye
a pretty

cheerful
home

at our place
-as

Dad

?

says,
'You

haven't
got

to be wealthy

to have
good

light

ing.'
Mother

insists
on Condor

Lamps
- we all prefer

Condor
Coiled

Coil Lamps

Condor
Lamps--they

just
make

our
place-it's

a pleasure

g ive
up to 20% more

light

to take my
pals

home.
And

we don't
have

the
old

argu.

than
ordinary

Isamps with.

ments
over

the lighting
bills

now
- no

more
so-called

out
any increase

in light,

cheap
lamps

for us!

ing costs.

With Condor Lamps
we get maximum

light at minimum

cost."
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No Word
Yet on Evacuees

MELBOURNE,
Wednesday.-No

fur

ther word
has been

received
from

Lon

don regarding
the plan to send British

children
to Australia

for the duration

of the war, the Minister
of the Interior

(Senator Foll)
said today. A committee

had been appointed
by the British Gov

ernment
to examine

the feasibility
of

the
plan, he said,

and
its decisions

would
probably

be communicated
soon.

Recruiting TrainsTo Run Soon
MIELBOUItNE,

Wednesday.--Re

cruiting
trains to

extend
enlitst

ment facilities
for

the
R.A.A.F.

and the
A.I.F. will be placed

on

the lines
in all mainland

States.

The Minister
for Air (Mr. Fair

bairn) said today that Victoria
and

Queensland
will start

with two

trains
each,

and
South

Australia

and
Western

Australia
each

one.

The department
was

now
negotiat

ing for two trains
for New South

Wales.

Each train
will

consist
of three

carriages fitted
with equipment

for

medical
and

trade
examinations,

and
selection

board interviews.

"Flying
squads"

visiting
outlying

country
towns in small parties

will

co-operate

the
mobile

re

cruiting
train.

League MenEnrol ForA.
. F.Two prominent

league foot

baollers, Bob Quinn, captain

and
coach

of
Port,

and F.

Inglis,
Norwood

ruckman,

were among men who 'aced

medical
officers

at rec!.i'ing

centres today.
Quinn

passed
his first medical

exami

nation
yesterday,

and today was at Way

undergoing
his second medical and

X-ray test.
Inglis

at the North

terrace
depot with

eight
other fellow\

employes
from

an Adelaide
city firm.

They
were having their

first
medical

examination.The Port captain
said today that he

had been considering
enlisting

for some

time.
He had

felt that, like
many

other
young

men, he could help Aus

tralin's
war

effort."It has hurt
me to play on Satur

days knowing that I might be doing

better
by being in the army,"

he

said.

"Before going into camp
1 hope

to

be able
to play for Port in the holiday

match
on Monday.

After
that I'm

afraid
I will

have to trust to getting

leave to play each Saturday
until the

troops move from
Adelaide."

Lloyd Rudd, a former
Port vice

captain, has been in training
with the

7th Division
for some

weeks.
New Battalion

Likely

There
was

again
much

activity
at

North
terrace

depot,
and

country
re

ports indicate
great

support
for the

drive
for 8th Division

recruits.

Keswick
authorities

are
awaiting

de

tails
of units

to be
raised

in this divi

sion.
It is expected

that
it

will in

clude

another
battalion

probably
to be

known
as the Second

43rd Battalion.

Major
J. R. Kearnan,

of Keswick

staff,
who

returned
last

night,
said

he had
never

seen
such

enthusiasm

as that
shown

in river
towns,

where

he had
spent

the last
few

days.

As a result
of his

country
tour,

re

cruiting
centres

have
been

established

at Gawler. Clare, Jamestown,
and

pro

bably at Kapunda.
From

these
centres

recruiting

officers
will

visit
towns

within
a 30-mile

radius.

At large
towns

like Eudunda, Orro

roo,
Burra, Peterborough,

and Glad

stone there
will be

visits
at least once

weekly.
In the Murray

districts,
staff

from

Renmark
and Glossop

centres
will

pay

weekly
visits

to towns
as far down

as

Morgan
and Swan

Reach.
An

addi

tional
centre

was
established

at Loxton,

and
officers there

would
cover

the Ala

woona
and Paruna

areas.

Enthusiasm
was

so high in
some

river

towns
that

at
meetings

called
at short

notice
some

of the audience

attended

in pyjamas
and

slippers.

Major Kearnan
will

leave
shortly

for

the South-East.
and then

will
visit West

Coast
centres.
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WAR CABLES (Continued From Page 1)

AUSTRALIANS READY IN
PALEST IN E

E]ager to Meet Thrust

By Italians
From J. A. Hetherington, Special Representative of "The

News" With the A.I.F.

GAZA, June l.--Mussolini's dramatic announcement
that Italy had declared war has not caused the slightest
tremor of apprehension to run through the Australian
camps. On the contrary, the troops who first heard the
news in the B.B.C. session at 9 p.m. yesterday sarcastically
cheered the Duce's more belligerent remarks as they were
translated by the announcer.

The popular reaction was expressedby a digger who said: "Maybe we will
get a chance :o have a smack at the
blanky Dagoes at ]ast."

In fait realisation this morning that
Italy's intervention did not mean that
Australians would go to the front line
immediately, or perhaps even for some
months, resembled an anti-climax after
last night's enthusiasm.

However, the Australians are pleased
that they are in the fighting zone at
last, after months of tedious training.
with the prospect of going into action
seemingly as remote as when the A.I.F
was still in Australia.

I toured the Australian camps today.and found the men in wonderful spirits.
Current jokes-mostlv unprintable
all refer to Mussolini and Italy's pro
bable fate.

Italy's intervention undoubtedly has
given fresh interest to types of training
which Australians were beginning to
find boring.

The atmosphere throughout the
camp is calm, and the men are
going about their duties without
excitemenit. The only indication
that the situation had radically
changed overnight was the activity
of groups of men completing pre
cautions designed to protect the
A.I.F. against air at'acks.

Wait and See
Speculation on what is likely to hap

pen here is futile at present. Even
well-informed men are content to wait
and see. Still wives, mothers, and
sweethearts of A.I.F. men may be as
sured nothing that can be done will be
left undone to ensure the men's safety
in the new

crisis.The chief topic in the Australian
camps in the past few weeks has been
not if, but when, Italy would declare
war.

The uncertainty had an unsettling
effect everywhere. but Mussolini has
now dispelled the nervous strain of
waiting. There is little doubt that
Italy's intervention will clear the air
and enable the Allies to use its vast
reservoir of manpower which has been
immobil!sed in the Near East to the
greatest advantage. The Near East is
undoubtedly fully prepared to meet a
thrust wherever it is made.

Plans Prepared
Members of the A.I.F., especially

those who have visited Egypt. Syria,
and Lebanon know that the dispositions
of the British and French troops and
naval units guarantee the protection of
the region against any onslaught.

It is especially comforting to
realise that plans to defend the
Near East were worked out by the
master strategist, Gen. Weygand.

during his period as French Com
mander-in-Chief here in collabora

tion with Lieut-Gen. Sir Archi
bald Wavell.

The Australians have seen Gen.
Wavell only three times, but his quiet.
resolute bearing won the confidence of
every man, his outspokenness specially
appealing to them. An instance was

his description of Italy as a "slinking
jackal" when speaking to the Austra
lians yesterday, which revealed his
opinion of Hitler's new ally.

Major-Gen. I. G. Mackay, command
ing the 6th Division, said he believed
that Italy was unlikely to attempt to
land troops or send ships to Palestine.
although he pointed out that Palestine
was not included in the countries which
Mussolini announced that he had no

intention to attack.

Precautions Taken
"It is possible that we will be sub

jected to air raids, but full precautions
have been taken to protect the Aus
tralians in the event of attacks by
bombers or gas-spraying aircraft." he
said. "There does not seem any imme
diate prospect of the Australians going
into action, but it remains to be seen
whether Italy will attack Egypt.

"Italy's intervention at this stage cer
tainly brings Australians nearer the
fight, because we are surrounded by
Italian possessions, from which we can
be attacked. We certainly feel that it
is better to know definitely that Italy
is fighting the Allies than feel that she
might enter the war when we are least
expecting it.

"The declaration means that Austra
lia must redouble her efforts to pro
vide men and material to help to cope
with this additional enemy."

The chief effect on the Australian
troops has been to sharpen their eager
ness to meet their new foes. as well as
their

old.
and increase, instead of dimi

nish, their morale.

ALLIES MEET
CHALLENGE

U.S. Aid Praised
LONDON. June 11.--"We have no ill

will towards the Italian people'," said
the Lord Privy Seal (Mr. Attlee) in his
speech to the Commons. We are sorry
that they should be brought to slaugh
ter because of one man's overweaning
ambition and lust for blood, but we
are prepared to meet the challenge. We
shall give blow for blow. The two
dictators have united to destroy democ
racy, which will answer'the challenge.

"Across the Atlantic comes the great
Democracy's answer. It was as though
day followed night, when, a few hours
after the dictator of Italy made his
dastardly announcement before the ser
ried ranks of Blackshirts, the United
States President delivered a message

worthy of his great free Republic, send
ing the whole of America's sympathies

to those nations who were giving their
lifeblood to combat the forces of hate.

Stern Resolution
"President Roosevelt has vitally in

spired the free people of Europe, and
the assurance that the material re

sources of his great nation were placed
at the Allies' disposal makes inevit
able that, however hard the road, fhe

cause of civilisation will prevail." con
tinued Mr. Attlee.

"This new attack by Italy does not
cause us dismay, and makes no diffe
rence to our stern resolution to defeat
all our enemies or fo the confidence in

our ability to withstand all attacks
and achieve victory.

"Rather it should increase our

determination to strain every
nerve to meet all dangers and

difficulties of this critical time In

the sure knowledge that we fight
not for ourselves alone, but for the
freedom of the human spirit."

(Cheers.)
Mr Attlee added that the secret ses

sion of Parliament would be held as

soon
s; possible.-A.A.P.

Mr. Casey Seeks Help
NEW YORK, June 11.-The Austra

lian Minister to the United States (Mr.
Casey). addressing at the influential
Dutch Treat Club an audience of more
than 300 authors, editors, and pub

lishers, stressed Australia's significance
as an outpost of the democratic way of
life in the South-western Pacific. also
the importance of time, which was

"truly Hitler's greatest secret weapon."

"If you believe that our cause is

just." he added. "and you can't be in

any doubt of that: if you believe that
we are

hard-pressed, and you can't be
in any doubt of that: if you believe

thal
the eventual issue of this war vitally
affects you, and can't be in any
doubt of that: if you shudder at the

thought of a German-dominated world.

then make avalable to us with all the

urgency at your command the weapons
we vitally need."-A.A.P.

Italian Consulate Here

Closes its Doors

Do Oggi in Poi R. Consolato
Chuiso"-From today onward the
Royal Consulate is closed.

This notice in Italian was pinned to

the door 'of the Italian Vice-Consuls

office in Currie street today as a mem
ber of the consular staff, with a
number of documents under his arm.
left with authorities.

Outside, a big brass plate, with the
name "Royal Italian Vice-Consulate."
still remained in position.

While walking across Currie street
to the military car the Italian consular
official and two military men passed
two street musicians, who sized the
position up in a second, and loudly
played the French National Anthem.

During last night and today Italians
seized in Adelaide and country centres
were brought to the city and placed
under arrest with countrymen who
were picked up in dramatic raids
early yesterday. They will probably
remain here until shifted interstate to
a central internment camp.

There were several Italian gardeners

missing at the fruit market early today.
Special constables sworn in recently
were active to ensure that trading was
carried out in an orderly manner.
Britons were asked to operate without
causing any trouble, as many of the
Italian gardeners were naturalised and
loyal.

The Deputy Director of Postal Ser
vices (Mr. Arnold) said today that tele
phone calls would be supervfsed to pre
vent any being carried on in a foreign
language. Offenders would be given

a warning and, if it were not heeded.
the call disconnected.

Concerning overseas air mail, Mr. Ar
nold said that as no official advice
had yet been received of interruption
to the services, today's mail was sent
to Darwin as usual. This will be con
tinued until further advice is to hand.

An Italian flag in Tattersalls Club has
been taken down. This was presented
to the club during the last

war,
when

flags of the Allies were auctioned to
aid war funds.

Holy Land N\ow

Blacked Out,
Defences Readyl

JERUSALEM. June l.--The dark
shadow of war is close at hand, and has
passed over the Holy Land on the eve
of the Jewish Pentecost.

While the Australians. with their

British and French comrades, in arms,
stood ready for action, special Jewish
Prayers were offered at the Wailing
Wall for the safety of the country and
for an Allied victory.

A blackout between 9.30 p.m. and
5.30 a.m., is now operating, and all
travel outside the municipal areas is
forbidden.

A thousand special constables and
air raid wardens were sworn in yes
terday, thus completing the country's
preparation, and all defences are in in
stant readiness. The newspapers give
detailed advice on how to combat para
chute troops.

The Abyssinfan flag has now re
appeared on the buildings where
the Emperor's most faithful fol
lowers have taken refuge.
A preacher in the Abyssiman Church

triumphantly cried out today: "The day
has come. The British lion will now

reinstate the Lion of Judah!"
The only break in Jerusalem's black

cut tonight is the blaze of light mark
in the Italian Consulate. where the
staff are makine last-minute prepara
tions to leave.-A.A.P.

SDORA
. .. Service

D.F.C. AWARDED
S.A. PILOT

Praise for Courage
LONDON, June l.--Flying-Officer L.

R. Clisby, of Adelaide, who has been
posted as missing, has been awarded
the D.F.C.

The official announcement says that
he displayed great courage on all occa
sions. One day in April he shot
down a Messerschmidt when he and
two other attacked a formation
of nine. Th& next day he destroyed
another.

During May he was engaged in six
combats. in which he shot down eight
enemy planes.

Flying-Officer T. B. Fitzgerald. of
Timaru. New Zealand. who carried out
a daring and successful low-flyipg at
tack in the Sedan sector. has also been
awarded the D.F.C. A few days after
the Sedan attack he was wounded. but
he made a forced landing and saved
the lives of his crew.

Today the King conferred 47 decora
tions at Buckingham Palace. Among
those decorated were Capt. P. L. Vian,
of the Cossack, for his part in the res
cue of the Altmark prisoners.

Thirty members of the R.A.F. were
awarded the D.F.C. These included
two Australians. Flight-Lieut. Clifford
Wright and Flying-Officer Ellis Ross.
A.A P.

Admiralty Denies
Nazi Naval Claim

LONDON, June 11.-The Admiralty
announces that the German official

newsagency report that "violent en
counters took place last night off the
east coast of England between German
motor boats and British destroyers."
presumably refers to attempt by motor
boats on a British convoy on Sunday

night.

The convoy and escort were un
harmed. It is not known whether any
damage was inflicted on the enemy.

S"No encounters took place last night

between our forces and enemy motor
torpedo boats." the statement adds.

• - m~

Spanish Press
Symnpathy for Axis'

1MADRID. June 11.-The Spanishi
press openly sympathises with the
Axis Powers. "Arriba" says:--"Spain
occupies a position of non-belligexency,
but we cannot sincerely hide either

our joy or sympathy for the two great

nations--Italy and Germany-who are
Spain's friends. Those suffering the
bitterness of defeat are those who
lengthened the Spanish war and aided
Spain's enemies. Other newspapers

criticise the British contraband control

system. which. they
say.

was strangling
Italy.

Governor Sees R.A.A.F.

AN INSPECTION of the R.A.A.F. at work at the Grentell street trades school

and the barracks at the Exhibition Building was made by the Governor (Sir
Malcolm Barclay-Horvey) today. In this picture at the Grenfell street
school, the Governor is with Flying-Officer G. E. Randoll (commanding
officer), and Mr. H. J. Storey (headmaster of the school). In the back

ground is the Earl of Bective, A.D.C.

AIR CHIEF MARSHAL Sir Arthur

Longmire, Commander-in-Chief of
the R.A.F. in the Near East, who,
as a result of the surprise raids by
the R.A.F. on enemy plane concen

trations, petrol depots, and bomb
dumps in East Libya and Italian
East Africa, believes that Italy's
striking power in the Near East
has been crippled. (Story on

Page 1.)

Authorities Continue

Round-Up Of
Italians in Australia

CANBERRA. Wednesday.-In every State the round
up of Italian nationals continued today, and already many
male aliens of military age or holding Fascist sympathies
have been interned.

Many more Italians are awaiting
examination by the military authorities,

who will then decide their future.

Districts where the authorities are

manifesting the greatest activity are
the Queensland canefields-which has

the largest self-contained Italian colony
in Australia-Werribee and Shepparton
in Victoria, the Leeton and Griffith
irrigation areas in New South Wales,
and important waterfront and mining
cities in every mainland State.

The authorities do not attach the
same importance to possible subversive
operations by Italians in Australia as
to the fifth column menace by German
nationals and militant Communists.

Re-Check Being Made
Following the disclosure of Com

munist infiltration into A.R.P. person
nel in Western Australia, a re-check
is being made of the antecedents, affilia

tions, and sympathies of employes in all

key industries and Government depart
ments.

Disquiet has been caused at Canberra
by the revelation of Fifth Column
activities within the Government Print
ing Office, which has advance know
ledge of all Commonwealth regulations
and printed documents. In conse
quence special precautions are being
taken

The Postmaster-General (Mr.
Thorby) has tried to induce Federal
Cabinet to order the administration of
an oath of loyalty to all Government
persons suspected of Communistic or
subversive views, but so far without
success.

The Italian Consulate in Brisbane
was closed by the honorary consul (Mr.
T. McWilliam) immediately he learned
of Italy's declaration of war. He de

to interview Italians who called.

"I have finished with Italy and will
not carry on for her." he said. None
of the Italians with whom he had come

in contact, including the crew of the
Romolo, which called at Brisbane last

week, wanted Italy to join Germany.

Mr.
McWilliam has been consul for 10

years.

Windows Smashed
SYDNEY, Wednesday. - Plateglass

windows in six Italian-owned shops in
Sydney suburbs were smashed last
night. Police, believe one window was
broken by a lead pellet fired from a
catapult, and that the others were shat
tered by stones.

The effect of the internment of

Italian shopkeepers upon supplies
of fruit and vegetables is being in
vestigated today by the Minister of
Agriculture (MIr. Reid).

"In the early stages depots may have
to be set up to ensure that there will
be no shortage of supplies," said the
Minister. "There may be temporary
dislocation, but it will be overcome
wpeedily."

LONGER VALIDITY FOR
IMPORT LICENCES

Eight Months Now Allowed
Import licences issued for goods ori

ginating outside Europe will in future
be given a validity of eight months, the
same period as is applied to European
goods.

Announcing this, the Collector of
Customs (Mr. Terry) said that expe
rience had shown that under the exist
ing conditions of trade the normal
period of six months' validity for
licences for goods purchased in non
European countries barely allowed an
importer sufficient time in which to

effect importation, even when the order

was placed immediately after the grant
ing of the licence.

In individual cases where holders of
such licences issued since December 1

were able to show that for reasons

beyond their control they were unable
to effect importation within six months.
an extension to eight months might be
granted.

Tribute Paid to Comrade
Many returned soldiers, municipalists,

solicitors, and sportsmen attended the
funeral today of Cr. P. A. Ohlstrom.
of Glen Osmond, in the A.I.F. section
of the West Terrace Cemetery, where
the Rev. Father O'Sullivan officiated.

The Burnside Council was repre
sented by the mayor ILieut.-Col. W. C.
N. Waite) and members, while the Ade

laide City Council, Kensington Cricket
and Baseball Clubs. the 32nd Battalion
A.I.F. Club. and the legal profession
were also strongly represented. The

casket was draped with the Union Jack.
The late Cr. Ohlstrom, who served as

a lieutenant in the war, was a solicitor.

He was a member of the Burnside
Council and was also a former inter
state baseballer.
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TODAY'S TEMPERATURES

Maximum Minimum
(up to noon)

Adelaide ... .. 60.4 44.8
Melbourne .... 56 48

Sydney .... .. 64 48
Brisbane ..... 72 54
Hobart ...... 56 37
Perth ....... 71 55

Canberra ..... 54 36
Darwin...... 82 66

Japanese Claim Capture
Of Ichang

HONGKONG,June 11.-The Japanese
claim to have entered Ichang,

the far
thest inland treaty; port on the Yangtse
Riv\er. Their troops were aided by
bombers. attacked in the Ger
man style.

Ichang is an important point for the
transhipment of foodstuffs by river to
Chungking, the Chinese Government
headauarters farther west.

Defence Plan Details
For R.S.L. Soon

MELBOURNE, Wednesday. - De

tailed plans for enrolment of returned
soldiers in the new volunteer defence
corps-an official army reserve

approved by the Commonwealth for
home defence-are expected to be cir
culated among State branches of the
Returned Soldiers' League late this
week.

It was announced today that discus
sions between the special sub-commit

tee of the Federal executive of the

league and representatives of the
Defence Department were still pro
ceeding, and that finalisation of details
was expected in a few days. Imme
diately they receive these details
branches in all States will simulta

neously undertake the enrolment of
volunteers.

Highway Cost to Councils
As costs of Anzac Highway recon

struction exceeded estimates by £31,956,
a deputation recently waited on the
Minister of Public Works (Mr. McIn

tosh) with a request that councils con
cerned be relieved of the responsibility
of any portion of the cost of altering
water and sewer mains and the acquisi

tion of land to correct the street align

ment.

The district clerk (Mr. Vernon S.

Shephard) reported to the West
Torrens Council last night that the
amount charged to highway construc
tion on these two accounts was

£16.596.

If the items were excluded from the
council's contribution to the cost of the

scheme Glenelg and West Torrens

would each save £1,697, and Unley £377,
spread over 28 years.

Allies Ask U.S.

For Arms Catalogue
WASHINGTON, June 11.-The Allied

Purchasing Mission has followed up
President Roosevelt's promise of mate
rial aid by asking the Secretary to the
Treasury (Mr. Morgenthau) for de
tailed lists of war materials available.

They have been promised the answers
by tomorrow.

"Mr. Roosevelt's offer is encouraging,
and promises to fill the gap until the
new weapons for which the Allies
have contracted are available," said
the head of the Mission (Mr. Purvis)
today.-A.A.P.

Proposed Visit

By Gracie Fields
MELBOURNE. Wednesday.--if Gracie

Fields visits Australia, she will sing to

the soldiers, and accept a touring en
gagement, in the opinion of the general
manager of the Tivoli circuit, Mr. Wal
lace R- Parnell.

Following the report from Halifax
that Gracie Fields might come here
after touring Canada, in aid of the
British Servicemen's Fund, Mr. Parnell
yesterday sent a cablegram to the Lon
don representative of the Tivoli circuit
seeking information of the star's plans.

Mr Parnell said that negotiations to

present Gracie Fields on the Tivoli cir

cuit had been in progress for some time.
Picture work and her illness had pre
vented any definite arrangement.

C
8 TO' 18 GALLONS

Month's Petrol Supplty
MELBOURNE, Wednesday. - Intended ration

allowances under the Commonwealth Government's petrol

conservation plan are:-
For Private Cars.-Eight to 18 gal

lons a month on the bas:s of regis
tered horsepower.

Goods Vehcles.-Twenty gallons a
month for every half-ton registered
weight, and any further ration to which
the owner's or user's classification may
entitle him.

Ample notice will be given before
rationing is introduced, said the Minis
ter of Supply (Sir Frederick Stewart)
in making this announcement today.

Re-sellers will be able to fill normal
storage tanks, and operators willkbe
given time to fill vehicle tanks. About
the same time all persons possessing
motor spirit in quantities exceeding 40
gallons, exclusive of fuel in car tanks.
will be required to make a return of
the quantities held.

These quantities will be taken into
account in determining the time when
ration cards will become available.

Two-Gallon Units
It will be illegal to sell motor

spirit without a licence to do so,
and ration cards will not be trans
ferable. Resellers will be forced
to identify them when furnished by
consumers.

Ration cards will entitle holders to a
specific number of two-gallon units.
Eventually it may be necessary to vary
the content of the units. Every appli
cant will be entitled to receive at least
the basic ration for his class.

The Minister said today that users of
private and commercial vehicles and
other users of motor spirit would be
classified according to vehicles. and
each class would be separated as far as
possible into three categories.

The essential need of some grades for
ambulances and fire brigades, for neces
sary transport of perishable products
in remote areas, and for farms, was
part of the reason for reducing con
sumption of other classes.

The
rontrolling authority would

classify all users on the basis of in
formation supplied by applicants for
ration licences, and from other sources.

Special grouping of goods vehicles to
reduce aggregate mileage will be an
important feature of the scheme.
Grouped vehicles will receive a special
allowance.

Equality in Mileage
Rationing of petrol of motor cars will

be designed to give a rough equality in
mileage for cars of all powers. Actual
mileages obtained from these ration al
lowances will depend largely on the
efficiency of the engine and the care of
the driver.

Sir Frederick Stewart said that the
system of rationing would require a
licence for each vehicle or fleet of
vehicles. The licence would entitle the
holder to ration cards. obtainable from
post offices each month on production
of the licence.

Cards would be delivered to retailers
at the time of purchase, and the re
tailers would in turn deliver cards to
the bulk suppliers. Resellers' supplies

would be dependent on the quantity
of ration cards received from con
sum ers.

It is anticipated also that the
private owner who uses his car
for convenience or pleasure only
will not take full advantage of his
ration.

It is on that expectation that in
creased ration allowances are pos
sible for car owners who need to

use,their cars for business.

Motorists will not be able to save*
up cards to provide for long trips on
holidays.

Administration of the rationing plan
will be the responsibility of the various
State transport authorities. The polic
ing of the rationing provisions will be
carried out by transport inspectors with
police co-operation.

Range of 250 Miles a Month
By "The News" Motor Writer

It is believed that the scheme is

based on a plan outlined by the Com
monwealth Oil Board some time ago.

For cars and cycles, the uses of which
are not at all necessary, the monthly
ration proposed was:

Up to 12 h.p. ........ 8 gallons
Over 12 and under 20 h.p. 12 gallons
20 h.p. and over ...... 16 gallons

MIotor cycles .......... . 4 gallons

Range of 250 Miles
This issue would, if applied, give

the private motorist a range of from
230 to 250 miles a month.

Under this plan it was proposed to
allow certain essential classes normal
consumption as a standard, and not to
impose any actual restrictions. Users,
however, would be required to justify
former or actual petrol consumption.

Provision was also made under the
plan to allow certain preferred classes
of essential services double the ration

of that allowed the private motorist.
Cuts in consumption were also pro

vided for hire service cars and taxis.
Although no official announcement has

been made, it is believed that the
rationing scheme will be administered
in this State by the Transport Control
Board, which would come under the
control of the Commonwealth Oil
Board.

No Surprise Here
The decision of the Government to

introduce petrol rationing did not come
as a big surprise to leaders of the
motor movement in Adelaide. The
president of the South Australian
Chamber of Motor Industries (Mr. S.
W. G. Freeman) said that everyone
was prepared to make sacrifices to win
the war, but it was hoped that the Gov
ernment would weigh the many vital
factors involved in rationing, and that

the burden would be made as light as
possible.

Petrol rationing is accepted by the
Adelaide Chamber of Commerce as a
necessary emergency measure. The
Government's announcement will en

able the chamber to finalise plans it

has already discussed for petrol con
servation. These include curtailment

of wholesale delivery services, and
economies in the use of commercial
travellers' cars.

The president of the chamber (Mr.
R. K. Wood) said he assumed that any
cases of hardship under rationing
could be submitted to the Liquid Fuel
Control Board.

More Producer Gas Units
CANBERRA, Wednesday.-An impor

tant contribution will be made by the
Postmaster-General's Department to the
conservation of Australian petrol sup
plies by equipping many of its vehicles
with producer gas units.

If it is found that additional petrol
savings are necessary after rationing
is introduced in about six weeks,
vehicles operated by other departments
will be provided with similar equip
ment.

Reports received by the Government
indicate that four companies manu
facturing producer gas units in Aus
tralia have decided to extend their
plant.
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, "We'ye a pretty cheerful home at our place -as Dad
? says, 'You haven't got to be wealthy to have good light

ing.' Mother insists on Condor Lamps - we all prefer
Condor Coiled Coil Lamps Condor Lamps--they just make our place-it's a pleasure

g ive up to 20% more light to take my pals home. And we don't have the old argu.

than ordinary Isamps with. ments over the lighting bills now - no more so-called

out any increase in light, cheap lamps for us!

ing costs. With Condor Lamps we get maximum light at minimum
cost."
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No Word Yet on Evacuees
MELBOURNE, Wednesday.-No fur

ther word has been received from Lon
don regarding the plan to send British
children to Australia for the duration
of the war, the Minister of the Interior
(Senator Foll) said today. A committee
had been appointed by the British Gov
ernment to examine the feasibility of
the plan, he said, and its decisions
would probably be communicated soon.

Recruiting Trains
To Run Soon

MIELBOUItNE, Wednesday.--Re

cruiting trains to extend enlitst
ment facilities for the R.A.A.F.
and the A.I.F. will be placed on
the lines in all mainland States.

The Minister for Air (Mr. Fair
bairn) said today that Victoria and
Queensland will start with two
trains each, and South Australia
and Western Australia each one.

The department was now negotiat

ing for two trains for New South
Wales.

Each train will consist of three
carriages fitted with equipment for
medical and trade examinations,
and selection board interviews.

"Flying squads" visiting outlying
country towns in small parties will
co-operate the mobile re
cruiting train.

League Men
Enrol For

A. . F.
Two prominent league foot

baollers, Bob Quinn, captain
and coach of Port, and F.

Inglis, Norwood ruckman,
were among men who 'aced
medical officers at rec!.i'ing
centres today.
Quinn passed his first medical exami

nation yesterday, and today was at Way
undergoing his second medical and

X-ray test. Inglis at the North
terrace depot with eight other fellow\

employes from an Adelaide city firm.
They were having their first medical
examination.

The Port captain said today that he
had been considering enlisting for some
time. He had felt that, like many
other young men, he could help Aus
tralin's war effort.

"It has hurt me to play on Satur
days knowing that I might be doing
better by being in the army," he
said.

"Before going into camp 1 hope to
be able to play for Port in the holiday
match on Monday. After that I'm
afraid I will have to trust to getting
leave to play each Saturday until the
troops move from Adelaide."

Lloyd Rudd, a former Port vice
captain, has been in training with the
7th Division for some weeks.

New Battalion Likely
There was again much activity at

North terrace depot, and country re

ports indicate great support for the
drive for 8th Division recruits.

Keswick authorities are awaiting de
tails of units to be raised in this divi
sion. It is expected that it will in
clude another battalion probably to be
known as the Second 43rd Battalion.

Major J. R. Kearnan, of Keswick
staff, who returned last night, said

he had never seen such enthusiasm
as that shown in river towns, where
he had spent the last few days.
As a result of his country tour, re

cruiting centres have been established
at Gawler. Clare, Jamestown, and pro

bably at Kapunda. From these centres
recruiting officers will visit towns
within a 30-mile radius.

At large towns like Eudunda, Orro
roo, Burra, Peterborough, and Glad
stone there will be visits at least once

weekly.

In the Murray districts, staff from
Renmark and Glossop centres will pay
weekly visits to towns as far down as

Morgan and Swan Reach. An addi

tional centre was established at Loxton,
and officers there would cover the Ala
woona and Paruna areas.

Enthusiasm was so high in some river
towns that at meetings called at short
notice some of the audience attended

in pyjamas and slippers.
Major Kearnan will leave shortly for

the South-East. and then will visit West
Coast centres.

11 June 1940. A circular consulate stamp bearing the words ‘R” Agenzia Consolare d’Italia In Adelaide’ (‘Royal Italian Consular 
Agency in Adelaide’) in reverse, encircling the coat of arms of the House of Savoy. The stamp was mounted on a rubber 
block attached to a plain wooden base. This item is one of a set of eleven consular authority and receipt stamps that were 
confiscated by police from the Italian Consular Agency in Currie Street, Adelaide, South Australia, on 11 June 1940, exactly 
the day after Italy declared war and shortly after the conclusion of the Dunkirk evacuations.
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HISTORICAL OVERVIEW
From 1953 to 1960 - Establishment of the Vice Consulate of 2nd Category 

In 1953, the Consular Agency was suppressed and replaced by a Vice Consulate of 2nd Category. During this period, 
the Vice Consulate primarily focused on managing the influx of migrants arriving from Italy. It played a vital role in 
providing  substantial support to families upon their arrival, offering institutional assistance to help them settle 
permanently in South Australia. Post-war Italians migrated to Australia seeking employment opportunities that would 
provide economic security and a better future for their families. At the last of the pre-war censuses, 1933, there were 
1,489 Italian-born in South Australia. In 1971, at the peak of Italian post-war settlement, South Australia had over 
20 times that number, 32,428 Italian-born, amounting to 11% of Australia’s total Italian-born population.  The Vice 
Consulate played a crucial role in supporting these families as they sought housing and employment.

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW
From 1953 to 1960 - Establishment of the 
Vice Consulate of 2nd Category

14 April 1953. By Presidential Decree (DPR) No. 4539 of 9 December
1952, the Consular Agency in Adelaide was suppressed, and a Vice
Consulate of 2nd Category was established, under the authority of
the Consulate of Italy in Melbourne.

DECRETO DEL PRESIDENTE DELLA REPUBBLICA 9 dicembre 1952, n. 4539 

Soppressione   dell'Agenzia  consolare  di  Adelaide  (Australia)  ed
istituzione  di  un  Vice consolato di 2ª categoria in Adelaide, alle
dipendenze del Consolato d'Italia in Melbourne.

(GU n.92 del 21-4-1953)
 

 Vigente al: 6-5-1953  

 

                   IL PRESIDENTE DELLA REPUBBLICA

  Visto il regio decreto 28 gennaio 1866, n. 2804;
  Visto il regio decreto 7 giugno 1866, n. 2996;
  Visto il decreto del Capo provvisorio dello Stato 5 agosto 1947, n.
878, e successive modificazioni;
  Visto  il decreto Ministeriale 15 marzo 1948, registrato alla Corte
dei  conti il 10 aprile 1948, registro n. 9, foglio 206, e successive
modificazioni;
  Sulla proposta del Ministro per gli affari esteri;

                              Decreta:
                               Art. 1.

  L'Agenzia consolare di Adelaide (Australia) e' soppressa.

                               Art. 2.

  E'  istituito  un  Vice  consolato di 2ª categoria in Adelaide alle
dipendenze del Consolato d'Italia in Melbourne.

  Il  presente decreto, munito del sigillo dello Stato, sara' inserto
nella  Raccolta  ufficiale delle leggi e dei decreti della Repubblica
italiana. E' fatto obbligo a chiunque spetti di osservarlo e di farlo
osservare.

  Dato a Roma, addi' 9 dicembre 1952

                               EINAUDI

                                                           DE GASPERI

Visto, il Guardasigilli: ZOLI
  Registrato alla Corte dei conti, addi' 14 aprile 1953
  Atti del Governo, registro n. 76, foglio n. 24. - PALLA
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HISTORICAL OVERVIEW
The departure of Italian migrants

“To Australia” “From Reggio Calabria to Australia”

Special recognition is due to to Mrs. Elena Domenica Luisa Rubeo, the first Italian
woman to be appointed Honorary Vice Consul. She dedicated herself with
unwavering commitment to the welfare of the Italian community in South Australia.
In 1952, she was appointed Italian Consular Agent for South Australia  (Honorary
Vice Consul from 1955), a position she held without remuneration until 1962. The
consulate offices on Gilbert Terrace were moved to her home, allowing her to be
available day and night. Elena Rubeo dedicated herself with renewed enthusiasm to
the welfare of the Italian community. Describing herself as 'a self-appointed mother to
them all', she helped new arrivals find work and housing, lent them money interest-
free, served as their confidante and interpreter, and connected them with doctors and
lawyers. She also visited those confined in prisons, hospitals, and asylums.

 Elena Domenica Luisa Rubeo - The first Italian woman to be appointed as Honorary Vice Consul  
ELENA DOMENICA LUISA RUBEO
The first Italian woman to be appointed as Honorary Vice Consul

Special recognition is due to to Mrs. Elena Domenica Luisa Rubeo, the first Italian woman to be appointed Honorary 
Vice Consul. She dedicated herself with unwavering commitment to the welfare of the Italian community in South 
Australia.

In 1952, she was appointed Italian Consular Agent for South Australia (Honorary Vice Consul from 1955), a position 
she held without remuneration until 1962. The consulate offices on Gilbert Terrace were moved to her home, allowing 
her to be available day and night. Elena Rubeo dedicated herself with renewed enthusiasm to the welfare of the Italian 
community. Describing herself as ‘a self-appointed mother to them all’, she helped new arrivals find work and housing, 
lent them money interest-free, served as their confidante and interpreter, and connected them with doctors and 
lawyers. She also visited those confined in prisons, hospitals, and asylums.
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19 June 1952 - 21 December 1961  ▶  Correspondence between Honorary Vice Consul 

Mrs. Elena Rubeo and the Consul General of Italy in Melbourne

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW
From 1961 to 1975 -  Establishment of the 
Vice Consulate of 1st Category 

11 July 1961. By Presidential Decree (DPR) No. 556, the Vice Consulate of 
2nd cateogry in Adelaide was suppressed and the Vice Consulate of 1st 
category was established, under the authority of the Consulate of Italy in 
Melbourne. 
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1961 - Raffaele Gesini, the first Vice Consul of Italy to 
South Australia

13 September 1961.  After the establishment of the Vice Consulate of 1st 
Category in Adelaide, diplomat Raffaele Gesini was appointed as the first 
Vice Consul.

13 September 1961.  After the establishment of the Vice Consulate of 1st Category in Adelaide, diplomat Raffaele Gesini was 
appointed as the first Vice Consul.
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HISTORICAL OVERVIEW
From 1976 to present day - Establishment of the Consulate

Since 1976, the Consulate has undergone a significant transformation. Initially focused on assisting first generation 
Italian migrants, it has progressively shifted toward providing a wide range of consular services such as citizenship 
recognition, passports, civil register, notarial services, and declarations of value for study qualifications, while also 
issuing visas for Australians and other foreign nationals wishing to visit Italy for work, study, or tourism. In response to 
modern needs, the Consulate has embraced digital innovation, introducing online services, an online booking system, 
and efficient on the spot assistance for visitors.

At the same time, the Consulate has expanded its efforts to promote Italian culture, language, and economic relations. 
With the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, various initiatives and events have 
been launched to highlight Made in Italy.

The Consulate maintains strong connections with South Australian businesses, supporting the promotion of Italian 
exports. Events like Italian Design Day, Week of Italian language, Made in Italy Day, and visits to technological and 
research hubs boost awareness of Italy’s culture and innovation. Additionally, the Week of Italian Cuisine in the World 
promotes Italy’s newly recognized UNESCO culinary heritage and showcases the excellence of Italian food and produce.

1976 Establishment of the Consulate

3 April 1976. By Presidential Decree (DPR) No. 957 of 29 June 1975, the 
Vice Consulate in Adelaide was suppressed, and the official Consulate was 
established, with jurisdiction over the State of South Australia.

DECRETO DEL PRESIDENTE DELLA REPUBBLICA 29 giugno 1975, n. 957 

Elevazione del vice consolato di 1ª categoria in Adelaide (Australia)
a consolato di 1ª categoria.

(GU n.96 del 12-4-1976)
 

 Vigente al: 27-4-1976  

 

                   IL PRESIDENTE DELLA REPUBBLICA

  Visti  gli  articoli  30  e  42  del  decreto  del Presidente della
Repubblica   5   gennaio   1967,   n.  18,  relativi  all'ordinamento
dell'Amministrazione degli affari esteri;
  Sentito  il  parere  del consiglio di amministrazione del Ministero
degli affari esteri;
  Sulla  proposta del Ministro per gli affari esteri, di concerto con
il Ministro per il tesoro;

                              Decreta:
                               Art. 1.

  Il  vice  consolato  di  1ª  categoria  in  Adelaide (Australia) e'
soppresso.

                               Art. 2.

  E'  istituito  in Adelaide (Australia) un consolato di 1ª categoria
con la seguente circoscrizione territoriale:
    lo Stato dell'Australia meridionale.

                               Art. 3.

  Il presente decreto ha decorrenza dalla data di pubblicazione nella
Gazzetta Ufficiale.

  Il  presente decreto, munito del sigillo dello Stato, sara' inserto
nella  Raccolta  ufficiale delle leggi e dei decreti della Repubblica
italiana. E' fatto obbligo a chiunque spetti di osservarlo e di farlo
osservare.

  Dato a Roma, addi' 29 giugno 1975

                                LEONE

                                                      RUMOR - COLOMBO

Visto, il Guardasigilli: REALE
  Registrato alla Corte dei conti, addi' 3 aprile 1976
  Atti di Governo, registro n. 4, foglio n. 54
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RUBENS ANNA FEDELE 
Confirmed as Consul of Italy to South Australia

12 April 1976.  After the establishment of the Consulate of Italy in 
Adelaide, Vice Consul Rubens Anna Fedele was formally confirmed 
as Consul of Italy to South Australia.

1976 - President Francesco Cossiga - The first Italian Head of State to visit South Australia

13 October 1988. Francesco Cossiga made history as the first Italian Head of State to visit South Australia. His visit, timed to coincide with the nation’s 
Bicentennial celebrations, marked the 200th anniversary of the arrival of the First Fleet of British convict ships at Sydney in 1788. Additionally, Cossiga’s visit 
was significant as the first by an Italian Head of State to Australia in over two decades.
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2017 - The Official Visit of the Minister of Foreign Affairs - the Hon. Angelino Alfano

27 - 28 November 2017. During his visit, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Angelino Alfano, announced the winner for the Fincantieri-Flinders-CETENA Maritime 
Innovation Challenge. This initiative was designed to foster international research collaboration  and highlight cutting edge defence research on the global stage. 
Fincantieri, one of the largest shipbuilding groups in the world with 20 shipyards across, was actively participating in the Australian Government’s SEA 5000 Future 
Frigates program. Having already established operations in Canberra and Adelaide,  Fincantieri also revealed plans to issue a request for proposals aimed at awarding 
a contract to local companies for the construction of cruise ship blocks in South Australia.

CULTURAL DIPLOMACY
Promotion of the Italian language

In recent years, the Consulate has significantly strengthened its efforts to promote Italian culture, with a particular 
focus on the Italian language, one of the key vehicles for conveying Italy’s rich cultural heritage globally. In South 
Australia, Italian is taught across various primary and secondary schools and universities, with courses also available 
at the Adelaide University and the Flinders University. In 2025, the Memorandum of Understanding on Education 
Cooperation between the Consulate of Italy in Adelaide and the Department for Education in South Australia was 
renewed. This agreement seeks to establish a collaborative framework to promote cultural and educational exchange 
between the two signatory parties.

Additionally, the Consulate supports Italian lecturers at both Adelaide and Flinders Universities, as well as the Italian 
Teaching Assistant Program for schools and the SAIA (Ente Gestore) Community School, which offers Italian language 
courses. The Consulate also collaborates closely with local organizations such as SAATI, the Dante Alighieri Society, and 
Comites to organize the annual Week of Italian Language in the World, further enhancing the visibility and appreciation 
of Italian language and culture. Since 2007, Flinders University has also presented the Consul’s Book Award for 
Outstanding Achievement in Italian, recognizing excellence in the study of the language.
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CULTURAL DIPLOMACY -  The Week of Italian language in the World

The Week of the Italian Language in the World (Settimana della Lingua Italiana nel Mondo), held annually in October for the past 25 years, 
is a global celebration of Italian culture and language. Organized by diplomatic and consular networks, the event features a rich program of 
conferences, educational workshops, and cultural performances to promote and honor Italy’s linguistic heritage.

Samoda Silva, winner of the 2024 Consul’s Book Award and the Consul of 
Italy, Ernesto Pianelli, presenting her with the award, during the 2024’s 
Week of Italian language.

Artists from the State Opera SA, during the Week of Italian language.
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CULTURAL DIPLOMACY -  Exhibition 

12 March 2021. “Twilight Skylines from Police Helicopters” a striking series of photographs by the acclaimed Italian photographer Massimo Sestini, winner of the 
World Press Photo 2015. Organized by the Italian Consulate in Adelaide, at the Convention Centre, the exhibition showcased Sestini’s unique perspective on Italy’s 
landscapes, captured from aboard Italian Police helicopters, including the Leonardo AW139 and Agusta-Bell AB212. Taken an hour after sunset or an hour before 
sunrise, these images reveal the country bathed in the enchanting light of twilight.

CULTURAL DIPLOMACY -  State Opera SA

16 May 2024. The Consulate of Italy in South Australia and State Opera 
SA proudly joined forces to support emerging operatic talent. In a new 
collaborative initiative, the two organizations partnered to provide Italian 
language coaching to five young South Australian artists as part of their 
ongoing professional training.

10 November 2024. The concert “Passionate Puccini: Lovers, Butterflies 
and Sleepless Nights” commemorated the centenary of the legendary 
Italian composer Giacomo Puccini. The event was attended by 
distinguished guests, including the Governor of South Australia, H.E. 
Frances Adamson AC, and Ms Luisa Greco, Chair of the Multicultural 
Affairs Commission.
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CULTURAL DIPLOMACY -  Art and Culture

31 August 2025. The collaboration between the Consulate and State 
Opera SA continued also in 2025, highlighting the art of Bel Canto – 
literally “beautiful singing” – showcasing the masterworks of iconic Italian 
composers such as Bellini, Rossini, Donizetti, and others.

8 April 2025. The Consulate of Italy in Adelaide, in collaboration with the Art 
Gallery of South Australia, hosted a special presentation by Professor, Art 
Historian and Deputy Director of the Pinacoteca di Brera, Chiara Rostagno, 
exploring Leonardo da Vinci’s Last Supper.

ECONOMIC DIPLOMACY
Trade relations and the promotion of Made in Italy

Despite the distance, the bond between South Australia and Italy remains strong, thanks to the lasting legacy of Italian 
emigration. This cultural connection is evident in the admiration Australians have for the creativity, sophistication, and 
authenticity of Made in Italy, particularly in design, craftsmanship, and cuisine. The influence of Italy is also reflected in 
the Italian System, which provides vital services to Italian citizens and businesses.

The Consulate takes great pride in organizing events that promote and support the export of Made in Italy brands, 
showcasing Italy’s unparalleled contributions to design, fashion, cuisine, and more. Among these initiatives are high 
profile events such as the Italian Design Day, which highlights Italy’s leadership in design and innovation, and the Made 
in Italy Day, celebrating the quality and excellence of Italian products. One of the most notable events is the Week of 
Italian Cuisine in the World, a global celebration that not only honors Italy’s rich culinary traditions but also supports the 
promotion of Italian food culture as an integral part of Italy’s identity. Through these events, the Consulate continues 
to enhance Italy’s cultural presence and influence in South Australia and beyond, strengthening the deep-rooted 
connections between the two regions.
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ECONOMIC DIPLOMACY -  Italian Design Day

Italian Design Day - 2024 The Hon. Andrea Michaels MP, speaking at the Italian Design Day 2024. 

ECONOMIC DIPLOMACY -  Week of Italian Cuisine in the World

First Week of Italian Cuisine in the World - 2016 Week of Italian Cuisine - 2024
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ECONOMIC DIPLOMACY -  Made in Italy Day

Made in Italy Day - 2025 Made in Italy Day - 2025

POLITICAL RELATIONS
Between South Australia and the Consulate of Italy 

Political relations between South Australia and Italy are part of the broader and longstanding bilateral ties between 
Australia and Italy, rooted in deep historical, cultural, and economic connections. The relationship between the 
Consulate of Italy in Adelaide and the Government of South Australia is strong and mutually beneficial, centered 
on supporting collaboration for Italian businesses and enterprises in the region. This ongoing dialogue spans 
various sectors, including research, science, space, and education. The Consulate and the Office of the Premier of 
South Australia work together to organize official events, such as the celebration of Italian National Day, further 
strengthening the ties between the two entities.
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POLITICAL RELATIONS between South Australia and the Consulate of Italy

02 June 2023. The Consul of Italy, Adriano Stendardo an the Premier 
of South Australia, Hon. Peter Malinauskas MP, at the celebrations 
for Italian National Day.

02 June 2024. During the Italian National Day celebrations, the Pocket String 
Quartet delighted guests with a captivating performance under the direction 
of internationally renowned violinist Julian Ferraretto. The event also 
featured a special guest appearance by the Consul of Italy, Ernesto Pianelli, 
who performed the beloved Ennio Morricone classic Gabriel’s Oboe on his 
soprano saxophone.

PARLIAMENTARY GROUP OF FRIENDS OF ITALY IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA

12 September 2024. The Consul of Italy Ernesto Pianelli inaugurated the Parliamentary Group of Friends of Italy within the South 
Australian Parliament, an initiative aimed at further strengthening ties and fostering closer cooperation between Italy and 
South Australia. The Consul extended his sincere gratitude to Senator Francesco Giacobbe, Hon. Vincent Tarzia MP, Leader of 
the Opposition, and Hon. Tony Piccolo MP for their invaluable support in this endeavor.
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MR. ERNESTO PIANELLI
Consul of Italy to South Australia 
From its 19th-century beginnings, the Italian Consulate in Adelaide has been more than an administrative office; 
it has been a source of guidance, reassurance, and connection for migrants from a distant homeland. 
Over the decades, it has evolved alongside the community it serves, acting as a bridge between Italy and 
South Australia, fostering dialogue, understanding, and a shared sense of belonging.

Today, the Consulate’s work extends to cultural and economic diplomacy. Through events, educational initiatives, 
and collaborations, it celebrates and renews Italian culture while strengthening trade and investment ties, 
reflecting shared values of innovation, craftsmanship, and excellence.

Yet, beyond its formal functions, the enduring significance of the Consulate lies in its human dimension. 
It has been a constant presence through moments of challenge and celebration, accompanying individuals 
and families across generations. Its work reflects a deeper truth: that diplomacy is not only conducted between 
governments, but lived through people, relationships, and communities.

This booklet stands as a tribute to that legacy. It honours the dedication of those who have served within the 
Consulate, the resilience and contributions of the Italian community in South Australia, and the enduring friendship 
between Italy and South Australia.

A special mention and sincere thanks go to Dr. Aurora Scomparin, University of Milan student, for her diligent 
collaboration during her internship, and to Sara Potenza, Consul’s Executive Assistant, for her careful review of 
the texts. 

LIST OF ITALIAN CONSULAR AGENTS, 
VICE CONSULS AND CONSULS 
Consular Agents

1883 - 1886	 Giuseppe Gilberto Boothby
1887 - 1901	 Federico (Cecil F.) Wright
1902 - 1907	 Charles Murphy
1908 - 1926	 Eric S. Paterson
1927 - 1940	 Giuseppe Amerio
1940 - giugno 1940 	 Felice Rando

Honorary Vice Consuls

1952 - 1962 	Elena Domenica Luisa Rubeo

Vice Consuls

1962 - 1966 	Raffaele Gesini
1966 - 1969 	Fabio Migliorini
1969 - 1971 	Dorello Ferrari
1971 - 1975 	Antonio Provenzano
1975 - 1976 	Rubens Anna Fedele

Consuls of Italy to South Australia

1976 - 1980 	Rubens Anna Fedele
1980 - 1983 	Paolo Vincenzo Massa
1983 - 1986 	Gianni Martini
1986 - 1990 	Francesco De Conno
1991 - 1995 	Francesco Azzarello 
1995 - 1999 	Roberto Colamine
1999 - 2003 	Lorenzo Kluzer
2003 - 2007	 Simone De Santi
2007 - 2010 	Tommaso Coniglio
2010 - 2015 	Orietta Borgia (Reggente) 
2016 - 2019 	Roberta Ronzitti
2020 - 2023 	Adriano Stendardo
2023 -            	Ernesto Pianelli




